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The Road Ahead for the

By Amy Leigh Tyson

FULLER CENTER
FOR HOUSING

On February 3, 2009, Millard Fuller, the dynamic and
charismatic founder of Habitat for Humanity International,
died suddenly and unexpectedly at the age of 74 of a
previously unknown aneurysm. Having brought about
a revolution of awareness and action in the non-profit
housing industry, his life’s work had resulted in simple,
decent housing for approximately 1 million people living in
poverty across the globe.
Though most well-recognized for his 28-year
leadership at the helm of Habitat for Humanity, in 2005
Fuller had also created a relatively newer grassroots
affordable housing movement, The Fuller Center for
Housing, which was already playing an enormous role in
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his decades-long quest of eliminating poverty housing
worldwide. Toward this goal, Fuller had recruited and
motivated thousands of volunteers from literally all walks
of life, and this list included at least three U.S. presidents
and a host of business, political and religious leaders.
At the time of his death, shocked and grieving family,
staff, donors and homeowner partners alike were all
wondering two things: would The Fuller Center continue
operating, and, if so, who could possibly step into the shoes
of this take-charge visionary who possessed such high
levels of energy, productivity and zeal that he made men
half his age appear lethargic.
“We buried Millard at 11 a.m., and then at 3 p.m. the
board of directors [of The Fuller Center] had an ad hoc
meeting here in Millard’s office at the house,” explains his
wife of 49 years, Linda Fuller, who helped co-found both
Habitat and The Fuller Center.
		
“Had his death occurred even two years prior, I
don’t know if the organization would have been at the
point that it would have been feasible to continue.
But by the time of his death, Millard had gotten The
Fuller Center to where it really had ‘legs’ enough to
move forward.”
		
The board of directors voted that The
Fuller Center remain in operation. And, they
elected David Snell, someone Millard Fuller had
already expressed was his obvious successor,
as the new president of The Fuller Center.
“David had been a core part of Habitat
back in the 1990s, and he had been
instrumental to Dad in helping launch
The Fuller Center and serving as its
vice president of programs,” says Fuller’s
daughter Faith Fuller, who recently began in the
position of vice president of communications
for the Center. “I can honestly say that David is
the main reason that I’m working at The Fuller
Center. I trust him, I respect him, and he has the
heart and passion for this ministry.”
David Snell’s introduction to Millard Fuller
happened in the late 1980s. Newly retired from
the insurance industry, this Colorado native was
compelled to make the trip to Syracuse,
N.Y., with a friend and former co-worker
in order to hear Fuller speak. Both Snell
and his friend had been contemplating
setting up a Habitat affiliate in the Los
Angeles area because one had yet to be
established there.
“At the last night of this conference,
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Millard introduced to the audience two men from South
Africa who represented the newest international affiliate.
One man was black, and the other was white, and this was
in the midst of apartheid, so that really impressed me,”
remembers Snell.
Snell would go on to later be the executive director of
the San Diego Habitat affiliate as well as help oversee and
implement the 1992 Jimmy Carter Work Project, which is
Habitat’s largest yearly special event.
In 1992, Snell moved to Americus, Ga., where
Habitat is headquartered, to work in the newly created
role of director of education ministries,
which he refers to as
somewhat like the
“public awareness
division.”
Although
he says he
enjoyed working
and living in the
small-town South,
in the late 1990s
Snell and his wife
moved back to
Colorado to be
closer to family.
He ended up
working with a
house-building
organization
again, this time
in the form
of the Pine Ridge Reservation Project. However, he kept
active in Habitat by serving on the board of Habitat’s State
Support Organization of Colorado.
Meanwhile, back in Americus, The Fuller Center
for Housing was launched in the early spring of 2005. In
January of the same year, Habitat’s board of directors had
decided that it was time to part ways with its founders,
Millard and Linda Fuller, due to major differences
regarding Habitat’s vision and operating philosophy.
Never one to rest on his laurels, Millard was still
electrified with his original mission as well as the
awareness of the staggering amount of poverty housing
still remaining around the globe. So he and Linda, along
with David Snell and other like-minded partners, set
up The Fuller Center for Housing (also in Americus) as
a vehicle to complement the work already being done
by Habitat and similar organizations and to encourage
additional groups to help close the gap in the worldwide

housing situation.
Snell officially became a staff member of The Fuller Center in November of 2005 and
originally worked from his office in Colorado (though he now comes to Americus more
frequently).
“It was such an exciting time because these unique projects kept presenting
themselves,” explains Snell. “One of the first ones was in Nepal where we partnered with a
group that had a fire-resistant house structure made of concrete and bamboo.
“Right on the heels of that, we got involved with families in Shreveport, La., who
did not want to return to New Orleans after the devastating hurricanes. So, in effect,
we suddenly had both domestic and international activity, and we just kept growing,
such that The Fuller Center is now working in 14 countries and with 50 Covenant
Partners [community leadership teams] in the United States. We are also in the midst of
conversations with many more groups [about joining].”
On Feb. 3, 2009, at 6:30 a.m. Mountain Standard Time, Snell was awakened to the
news of Millard Fuller’s death. He was able to get on a plane to Americus immediately
and arrived on time for Fuller’s funeral, which was being held the very next day. Because
of Fuller’s wishes to be buried in a manner similar to his mentor, Clarence Jordan, his
body was not embalmed, but was placed in a simple wooden casket which was buried at
Koinonia Farm — the birthplace of Habitat for Humanity.
“When Millard died, I was a little irritated at the timing, even angry, thinking, ‘If
only we could have had him with us for a couple of more years,’” says Snell. “But I later
felt a sense of calm and came to realize that in the four short years that we’ve had to put
this ministry together, we have already achieved such a great deal.
“I know that I’m not Millard. He was an instinctive fundraiser, a tremendous
motivator, and an absolutely phenomenal public speaker. The Fuller Center has essentially
gone from being a personality-driven ministry to a missions-driven
ministry. We are having to be more deliberate in our fundraising
strategies, and we’re forced to have a compelling
mission. But this is a good thing because it gives us
the opportunity to engage more people through various
programs and initiatives.”
One of the newer programs that was put in place while
Fuller was alive, and which has been successful, is the Greater
Blessing Program. Whereas The Fuller Center’s typical model
centers around building new homes with families who partner and pay
a no-interest mortgage, the Greater Blessing Program seeks to aid existing
homeowners — especially the elderly and those on fixed incomes — by doing
renovation projects such as replacing a leaking roof, fixing broken windows, or repairing
hazardous flooring in kitchens and bathrooms.

“This program was
actually Millard’s last significant
contribution to the organization, and he
based it on Jesus’ teaching that it is more
blessed to give than to receive, allowing the
homeowners to also experience the ‘greater
blessing’ of giving,” explains Snell.
That latter aspect of the program refers
to the fact that when the work is done, the
homeowner is left with a Greater Blessing
box with enough envelopes to repay the
cost of the materials over time, if they are
able. Those funds then are used in subsequent
projects, so the homeowners are involved in
the process, and their dignity is heightened.
Greater Blessing projects typically fall in the
range of $500 to $5,000.
There are two other primary ways The Fuller
Center builds in this country: The Re-NEW
program, which also includes renovation-based
projects but in the range of $5,000-$15,000, and
the standard new-house model of construction,
where home prices for a standard 1,200square-foot home average $50,000$60,000.
As part of new methods for
engaging people, The Fuller Center
is also aggressively working with
churches and larger church
See Fuller Center, page 17.

Millard Fuller Legacy Build

Fuller Center Bike Adventure

What: The Millard Fuller Legacy Build

The 2nd Annual Fuller Center Bike Adventure is a unique
fundraising endeavor harnessing the popularity of biking
with the visibility and endurance that the riders offer. For
2009, cyclists will pedal 1,300 miles down the country
— from Benton Harbor, Mich., to the Gulf coast of Florida
— from mid July until approximately August 16.

When: Aug. 30 – Sept. 4, 2009
Where: Lanett, Ala.
Why: Millard and Linda Fuller were
planning to celebrate their 50th wedding
anniversary later this year with a oneweek, 100-house blitz event taking place
at The Fuller Center covenant partner’s
locations around the world. Those plans
will move forward, but the event is now
called The Millard Fuller Legacy Build. The
epicenter will be where Millard grew up
on the border between Lanett, Ala., and
West Point, Ga., and is proudly hosted by
the Chattahoochee Fuller Center Project
(CFCP).
Fuller Center volunteers will work on
approximately 14 houses in the Lanett
area. For more information and possible
registration slots still open, visit
www.fullercenter.org.

Hoping to more than double last year’s $134,000 in
contributions, and to increase awareness of The Fuller
Center’s mission, the cyclists will work on Fuller Center
projects along the way, as well as speak at churches and
other gatherings.
To donate funds or follow their trek — starting with a
ceremonial dip of their back tires into the cold waters of
Lake Michigan — go to their blog at
www.fullercenterbiketrip.blogspot.com.

At far left: Millard Fuller; a student on a renovation
project in Conyers, Ga. Top: Fuller Center President
David Snell Above: Linda and Millard Fuller in 2006.
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Fuller Center, continued from page 11.

By Izzie Sadler

What is Spinning …
And is it Right For You?
Spinning (indoor cycling) classes can be a great way
to get in a vigorous workout — to burn calories and
keep your muscles in shape. Most individuals attend a
Spinning class as a great way to achieve their fitness
goals, but some street cyclists also enjoy Spinning as a
means of staying in shape during the off-season.
The Benefits of Spinning
• A great workout
• Allows you to train in the off season
• Varied routines keep things fresh
• Atmosphere is energetic and motivating
• Great for all ability levels
• You don’t have to wear a helmet
Spinning classes usually take place in a fitness
studio, with various light and music settings that create
an energized atmosphere. Instructors guide participants
through workout phases (Warm-up, steady up-tempo
cadences, sprints, climbs, cool-downs and stretches).
Each individual is able to control the resistance on their
bike to make the pedaling as easy or difficult as they
choose. Most classes typically last 30-75 minutes.
What does a Spinning class look like?
Well, imagine a bunch of exercise bikes lined up inside
a fitness studio. Riders are on each one, spinning the
pedals at a rapid pace. The lights are turned down, music
fills the air and an instructor with a headset sits on a
lead bike, calling out commands. Ultimately participants
determine their own levels of exertion, by adjusting
resistance levels on their bike, which makes it a great
class for beginners and advanced alike.
So, if you are looking for an exciting way to get in
shape, stay in shape, or as an alternative to street cycling
… Spinning may very well be for you!
Stay Safe on a Spin Bike
Just because you are indoors and your bike doesn’t
actually move, a spin bike requires special care when
riding. The flywheel on a spin cycle is heavy and the
pedals may continue to move when you stop pedaling,
so safety cues given by the instructor are important. The
seats and handle-bars may also be adjusted to fit each
individual. For these reasons, anyone wanting to begin
a Spin class for the first time should let their instructor
know that they are new, and ask for assistance with
setting up their bike. It usually only takes an instructor
setting up your bike once or twice before most people
are comfortable and ready to do it on their own.
The Albany YMCA offers 13 Spin classes throughout
the week in Albany and eight per week at the Lee
Branch. The Albany facility has a custom-designed Spin
Room and offers: Early morning spinning, Spin & Core,
Lunchtime Spin, Evening Spin and Saturdays; all taught
by experienced Instructors. For more information on
YMCA programs or membership, contact Izzie Sadler,
senior program director, at (229) 436-0531 or isadler@
albanyareaymca.org.

organizations such as the Cooperative Baptists (1,900
affiliated Baptist churches around the U.S.), who have just
collectively signed a memorandum of understanding with
The Fuller Center.
Snell is not alone in leading The Fuller Center: In
addition to an advisory council and a board of directors,
both Linda Fuller and Faith Fuller are involved in the dayto-day running of the ministry.
Faith has a background in broadcast journalism,
worked for several years at Habitat for Humanity in the
film and video division, and produced her own awardwinning documentary, “Briars in the Cotton Patch,” which
chronicles the history of Koinonia Farm, a Christian
community in Sumter County from whence the idea of a
non-profit housing ministry was created and tested.
As vice president of communications, Faith now
oversees a staff and handles numerous aspects of
marketing, public relations, communications and media.
“My dad had wanted me to come on staff since the
inception of The Fuller Center, but he was so very focused
and consumed with everything related to its growth that
I knew it would be the only thing that we’d ever get to
discuss [laughter]. At that time, I just wanted to be a
daughter for while,” she says.
After Millard’s death, Faith and Linda were immersed
planning a March 14 memorial celebration for Millard
that was held at Atlanta’s Ebenezer Baptist Church and
attended by 1,500 people. Working alongside the person
who had been handling communications (and development)
– who had generously lengthened her tenure to help with
the celebration before moving on to another non-profit
assignment – Faith saw it as “a natural progression.”
“It happened organically, and I saw the writing on the
wall that I’d be doing this job whether I wanted to or not,
but in this instance it’s completely what I wanted.”
Faith is particularly excited about the targeted
approach that The Fuller Center has taken regarding social
networking tools such as Facebook, Twitter, blogging and a
new website update.
“David Snell has been keeping a fabulous blog for
quite some time, which is really instrumental at giving
people a thorough view of all the new happenings within
the organization; we’ll be eventually adding more blog
writers to complement what he’s posting.”
Faith says she is also thrilled to be working with her
mother, who has been at the Center since its inception.
Before her husband died, Linda had been handling
photographs and the huge volume of archiving from
their life and work together. She had also frequently
accompanied Millard on his many speaking engagements
and had just cleared her plate to start a book dealing with
his speeches.
“I hope to get back to that at some point,” Linda says.
“But right now I’m doing a lot with direct-mail fundraising
— both acquisition and cultivation. I’ve also had to step
in on the correspondence that Millard used to handle. As
many people know, he was a prolific letter writer, so I’ve
been focused on staying in touch with 60 of our main
donors.
“Dad was known to write or reply to everybody from
the garbage man all the way up to the president of the
United States,” Faith says, “so that’s no easy task.”
In fact, among the 450 sympathy messages that
poured in after Millard’s death were personal ones from

former presidents George Herbert Walker Bush and Bill
Clinton. The latter had presented Fuller in 1996 with The
Presidential Medal of Freedom, the highest award for an
American civilian.
Another major undertaking steered by Linda is the
Millard Fuller Legacy Build to be held in Lanett, Ala. Aug.
30-Sept. 4, 2009. In the works for more than a year, it was
originally slated to be a celebration of Millard and Linda’s
50th wedding anniversary, as their wedding took place
August 30, 1959.
Lanett, Ala., is where Millard was born and raised,
and the Legacy Build will be a 100-house rapid-build event
with building taking place at Covenant Partner sites around
the world, and 14 of those homes going up in Lanett.
As far as the dynamics of how David Snell, Linda
Fuller and Faith Fuller all collectively lead, it’s a
collaborative arrangement, says Faith, and points out that
her mother is involved in all major decisions. “We pass
everything by her before moving forward, and she’s been
a huge help in editing our quarterly newsletter and other
frequent e-blasts.”
The three meet frequently, usually out at the home that
Millard and Linda shared, and they set long-range goals
and plans.
“We try to come to consensus, but David is the final
say,” explains Linda. “And, we each knew Millard so well
that even though he’s no longer physically here, it’s obvious
what his answer would have been in any given scenario.”
It is apparent that the housing issues and initiatives for
which Millard Fuller so fervently championed are being
carried out and that the goal of eliminating poverty housing
is still an ongoing mission around the world.
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Faith Fuller, now vice president of communications,
in front of a screen image of her father in 2000.
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