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Faith Builders Covenant

 
 

 

Faith Builders covenant between 
 

_______________________________________ 
 

and 
 

The Fuller Center for Housing 
 
 

ABOUT THE FULLER CENTER 

The Fuller Center for Housing and its partners are an international coalition of like-
minded organizations and individuals dedicated to the elimination of poverty housing by 
various means, including the building and rehabilitation of houses for people in need.  It 
is at the local level that decisions are made, funds raised, volunteers mobilized, families 
selected and nurtured, and houses built or rehabilitated.   
 
Mission Statement: The Fuller Center for Housing, faith-driven and Christ-centered, 

promotes collaborative and innovative partnerships with individuals and organizations in 

an unrelenting quest to provide adequate shelter for all people in need worldwide. 
 
ABOUT THE FAITH BUILDERS PROGRAM 

The Fuller Center is not a church but rather a servant to the church, viewing the Body of 
Christ in all of its various manifestations as our primary partner in this ministry.   
 
The Faith Builders program seeks to provide innovative and creative methods for 
engaging churches and other faith communities in the exciting opportunities of our 
Christian ministry.  The result is that churches help us grow as a ministry to serve more 
families in need, and we provide the opportunity and know-how for churches to put their 
faith into action out in the neighborhoods for God’s glory.  
 
While remaining unashamedly Christian, we welcome all people to support and 
participate in our work, and we place no religious requirements on our beneficiaries.   
 
The Fuller Center will provide logistical, communications, and other support as needed, 
while connecting faith groups to a larger community of churches and organizations 
undertaking this ministry.  Together we will make decent shelter a matter of conscience 
and action with people everywhere. 
 
This renewable Covenant Agreement is for two years from the date of signing. 
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COMMITMENT TO THE FULLER CENTER 

Churches not only provide the base of prayers, volunteers, donations and board members 
that make this ministry possible, but also the spiritual grounding that keeps our mission 
and methods faith-driven and Christ-centered.   
 
__[Insert church / faith group name]_ affirms its intentions to faithfully participate with 
each of the selected below. 
 
1. ___ To pray for the leaders, volunteers, and supporters of the Fuller Center. 
 

2. ___ To encourage potential partner families to apply for help. 
 
 

3. ___  To volunteer locally, around the U.S., or internationally or organize a service trip 
through Fuller Center Global Builders, Student Builders, or domestic work team 
opportunities. 

4. ___  To fill local Fuller Center board or committee position openings, or help to bring 
the Fuller Center’s ministry to your area. 

 

5. ___ To support the ministry financially 
(a) by attempting to raise $__________ for the ministry 
(b) by contributing $__________  monthly / annually (circle/highlight) 
(c) by raising the amount needed to _________________________________ 
(d) by tithing 10% of funds raised locally to support the international work of 

The Fuller Center 
(e) other: ______________________________________________________ 

 

6. ___  To provide food and/or lodging for volunteers on occasions. 
 

7. ___ To establish a Greater Blessing repair ministry committee to partner with 
homeowners in need of repairs who are unable to afford the renovations through 
conventional funding sources.  This church committee will work in partnership 
with a local Fuller Center Covenant Partner organization if available or through 
the Fuller Center home office. 

8. ___  To study, worship and pray for increased awareness and concern for people in 
need of shelter everywhere. 

9.  ___ To help us spread the word in ways like: adding the Faith Builders logo on your 
web site and linking it to ours, signing up to  receive special announcements for 
your church bulletins, and sending in names addresses and emails of those 
interested in receiving our news updates 

 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH BUILDERS COVENANT 
 

FOR THE CHURCH OR FAITH GROUP: 
 
____________________________________________  ________________ 
Signature        Date 
 

FOR THE FULLER CENTER FOR HOUSING 
 
____________________________________________  ________________ 
Signature        Date 
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Supporting Documents: 

 

1. Method and Principles 
 

METHOD OF OPERATION 

The Fuller Center promotes the development of housing and homeownership by building and 
rehabilitating modest, adequate homes. The Fuller Center seeks to work with other 
organizations whose purposes are consistent with those of The Fuller Center for Housing and 
its Covenant Partners and Faith Builders church program. 
 

FOUNDATIONAL PRINCIPLES 
 

1- The Fuller Center seeks to demonstrate the love and teachings of Jesus Christ to all 
people.  While The Fuller Center is a Christian organization, it invites and welcomes 
volunteers, donors and others who are actively committed to The Fuller Center’s 
Mission, Method of Operation and Principles 

 

2- The Fuller Center is a people-to-people partnership that brings families and 
communities in need together with volunteers and resources to build decent, 
affordable homes.  The Fuller Center is committed to the development and uplifting 
of families and communities, not just the construction and rehabilitation of houses. 

 

3- The Fuller Center partners build, renovate and repair simple, decent and affordable 
houses with people who are living in conditions that are inadequate and who are 
unable to secure decent housing by conventional means. 

 

4- The Fuller Center selects homeowner families according to criteria that do not 
discriminate on the basis of race, creed, or ethnic background.  All homeowners 
contribute “sweat equity”, meaning that they work hand-in-hand with the Covenant 
Partner and its volunteers to build or renovate their home. 

 

5- Based on the teachings of Exodus 22:25, The Fuller Center sells houses to selected 
families on terms they can afford, with no profit or interest charged.  House payments 
are used for the construction or renovation of additional homes. 

 

6- The Fuller Center is a global partnership.  In recognition of and commitment to that 
global partnership each Faith Builder and Covenant Partner is asked to contribute at 
least 10 percent of its cash contributions to The Fuller Center’s international work.  
Funds specifically designated by a donor for local work may be excluded from the 
tithe calculation. 

 

7- The Fuller Center does not seek and will not accept government funds for the 
construction of houses.  The Fuller Center welcomes partnerships with governments 
that include accepting funds to help set the stage for construction, provided that doing 
so does not limit our ability to proclaim our Christian witness, and does not create 
dependency or undue control on the Covenant Partner.  Setting the stage means the 
donation of land and/or houses for rehabilitation, providing infrastructure for streets, 
walks and utilities, and assistance with administrative expenses.  These limitations do 
not apply to government funds coming from third parties who have sole discretion 
over their use. 

 

8- The Fuller Center supports the Greater Blessing Program, which encourages 
beneficiaries of lower-cost home repairs or renovations to repay that cost over time 
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on terms they can afford, but without a loan agreement.  Gift “payments” are made 
monthly, providing the beneficiary the opportunity of receiving the greater blessing 
of giving, not just receiving. 
 

2. About the Greater Blessings Program for Churches 
 

The Greater Blessings Program for Churches seeks to provide renovation assistance to 
homeowners who are unable to obtain assistance through conventional financing means.  
The targeted homeowner recipients for minor or major repairs include, but are not limited 
to, the elderly and disabled.  Many congregations have members who are struggling to 
support a family relative through caregiving and the Greater Blessings repair ministry can 
be an important demonstration of God’s love expressed through the church family. 
 
The beneficiaries of the lower-cost projects (less than $10,000) repay the cost of repairs 
over time on terms that they can afford, but without a loan agreement.  Gift “payments” 
are made monthly, providing the beneficiary the opportunity of receiving the greater 
blessing of giving, not just receiving.  (Acts 20:35) 
 
Major repair projects (exceeding $10,000) and new homes are secured with a no-interest 
and loan agreement and appropriate legal instruments with a flexible payment schedule if 
necessary.  The Fuller Center requires additional training for the management of these 
projects in areas of Fair Housing laws and mortgage servicing procedures.  For more 
information on the training please contact Glen Barton, Director of US Field Operations 
at gbarton@fullercenter.org 
 
In communities where a congregation does not have a local Fuller Center Covenant 
Partner, the Fuller Center for Housing, through the Faith Builder Covenant Agreement to 
commission and support a congregation to engage in a housing repair ministry for a 
renewable two year agreement.  It is the goal of the Fuller Center that your church’s 
efforts will be the catalyst to expand the ministry to other congregations and like-minded 
volunteers who will launch an ecumenical Fuller Center Covenant Partnership 
organization.  At the end of the two year period, the relationship will be jointly reviewed 
by the signing parties to discuss progresses and challenges and to determine if there is a 
need and a desire to extend the agreement.  Either party may terminate the relationship 
within 30 days written notice. 
 

3. Contact Information 
 

Please return to FaithBuilders@fullercenter.org or fax to 229-924-2901 

 
To learn more visit www.fullercenter.org 
 
Fuller Center Faith Builders   Director of U.S. Field Operations 
 
Kirk Lyman-Barner     Glen Barton 
229-924-2900 office     850-553-4440 office 
229-924-2901 fax     850-254-1926 fax 
kirk@fullercenter.org     gbarton@fullercenter.org 
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4. Information About Your Congregation 
 
Contact Information 

 
Church 

Name  
Address 
Phone Numbers 
Website 
Pastor(s) Name and email address 
Any Denominational Associations 
 
 

Primary Contact 

 
Name  
Address 
Phone Numbers 
Email address 
 

Committee Members 

 
Name     Phone Number   Email Address 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please add additional information about your congregation, such as its mission programs 
and vision for this partnership.  Feel free to add additional pages if necessary.  We are 

excited about getting to know you! 


