
15 YEARS
Building 
a Better 

World
A year-by-year retrospective 
in ministry-defining images

The Fuller Center for Housing



A picture-perfect time for reflection

Every now and then it’s right 
to step back and reflect, to 
give some thought to how 

we got to where we are, and to re-
visit the fascinating steps along the 
way. They say that a picture is worth 
a thousand words, so here are 15 
years of pictures that tell the story of 
The Fuller Center for Housing. 

The Fuller Center is celebrating 15 
years, but our foundation was laid 
some 50 years ago, when Millard 
Fuller and Clarence Jordan came 
up with the concept of Partnership 
Housing, a concept that brings peo-
ple from all backgrounds together 
to help God’s people in need to have 
a decent home. It’s a concept that 
has changed the lives of hundreds 

of thousands of families around the 
world

The whole notion of partnership 
is writ large on the pages that follow.  
Every photo is a story of individuals 
reaching out to partner with others, 
all dedicated to making the world a 
little better place. And yet, for every 
story here there are hundreds of oth-
ers — I wish we could tell them all! 

Common to each of them is this 
— they all tell of people who will-
ingly give of their time, their talents, 
and their resources to put their faith 
into action. These are our partners 
without whom none of this would 
have happened. It’s hard to put our 
gratitude into words, but we are 
truly grateful for them.

David Snell, President, The Fuller Center for Housing



John and Sue Wieland donated this former Chinese restaurant in Americus to Millard Fuller to use as  
headquarters for his fledgling new ministry in 2005. It remains our international headquarters today.

2005

Millard Fuller asked David Snell, among others, to help him start  
The Fuller Center for Housing. Getting back to the grass roots of his 
ministry provided some of the happiest years of Millard’s life.

Our first international project was in 
Nepal, a land that has intrigued David 
Snell since his childhood.

Linda and Millard Fuller in Shreveport, 
where we were asked to help build for 
evacuees who fled Katrina.

Our first Board of Directors meeting at Koinonia Farm.



2006

After Millard Fuller was asked to help the city of Shreveport deal with an influx of Hurricane Katrina refugees, 
The Fuller Center for Housing began building with gusto in 2006. Our ministry’s efforts there led to the creation 
of the Northwest Louisiana Fuller Center for Housing, which is still active today.

Glen Barton (right) provided 
our “boots on the ground” as 
we transformed Shreveport’s 
once “hopeless” community of 
Allendale into a neighborhood 
of choice.

The Millard and Linda Fuller 
Blitz Build in Shreveport

One of our earliest home 
dedications in Shreveport



2007

Brenda Barton with Millard FullerLinda and Millard

Shreveport’s 
Allendale 

neighborhood
saw major 

crime plummet 
after we began 
working there. 

Volunteer house captain A.J. Jewell

Two years into 
this ministry’s 
founding, the 
word was out 
that Millard 
Fuller was 
building houses 
again, and ev-
eryone wanted 
to be a part 
of the action, 
such as these 
volunteers 
who came 
to work 
in Lanett,  
Alabama, 
Millard’s 
hometown.

The Fuller Center Disaster ReBuilders dedicate a 
home for a Hurricane Katrina victim in Biloxi, Miss.Home dedication in Lanett, Alabama.



2008

This year of innovation brought us the Greater 
Blessing home repair program. Instead of signing a 
legally binding mortgage, homeowners can partner 
to repair their homes and repay the costs as they 
are able.

Another new idea was the Fuller Center Bicycle 
Adventure. Inspired by Millard and Linda’s awareness 
and fundraising walks, Ryan Iafigliola developed 
an annual cycling event that has become the Fuller 
Center’s single biggest fundraiser.

Millard Fuller (right) loved blitz builds, 
and the 2008 Millard and Linda Fuller 

Blitz Build took us to El Salvador, which 
today remains one of our  busiest 

international locations. Millard relished 
every minute of the build, though no one 

imagined it would be his last blitz build.

Riders with the inaugural Fuller Center Bicycle Adventure 
celebrate the completion of their cross-country ride from San 
Diego, California, to Savannah, Georgia. Here, they are posing 
in the shadow of the lighthouse on Tybee Island, just outside 
of Savannah.

Armenia: 
Today it 

is our No. 
1 building 
partner in 
the world.



2009

Millard Fuller kept working to help families have simple, decent places to live until the day he died of an 
aortic aneurysm on Feb. 3, 2009. Per his wishes, he was buried in a simple pine box near his mentor  
Clarence Jordan in an unmarked grave at Koinonia Farm’s Picnic Hill. The decision was quickly made to 
continue his ministry with The Fuller Center for Housing with his long-time friend and colleague David Snell 
as the new president.

President 
David Snell 
speaks at 
a memorial 
service at 
Atlanta’s 
historic 
Ebeneezer 
Baptist 
Church.

Communications team: Indra 
Sibal Palmer, Kelli Yoder and 
Faith Fuller

Doug Miller with 
homeowner partner 
Lise Greene

Volunteers Samantha Zaino and Tom Tanenbaum

The inaugural 
Millard Fuller 
Legacy Build 
was held that 

fall in Millard’s 
hometown 
of Lanett, 
Alabama.



2010
A massive earthquake 
brought our ministry to 
Haiti, a country already 
the poorest in the 
Western Hemiphere. 
Few believed our hand-
up model of partnership 
would work in a nation 
where decades of hand-
outs created a culture of  
dependency. Over time, 
Haitians would embrace 
our philosophy. We set 
the standard for how 
to help Haiti, and we 
continue to do so today.

Our partners in Nigeria specialize in 
building entire communities of affordable 
housing units.

Builds 
marking 
our fifth 
anniversary 
were held 
in three 
Louisiana 
locations.

Feb 3: Fuller Center staff, including Linda Fuller 
and Gloria Bryant, mark one year since the loss 
of Millard by working on Thad Harris’ new home 
in Americus, Georgia.

Homeowner 
partner Thad Harris 
of Americus, Geor-

gia, has become 
a prolific volunteer 

and vocal supporter. 
He put in far more 
than the required 

sweat equity hours in  
building his home.

The Millard Fuller Legacy Build in Indianapolis

Homeowner partner 
Manuel and his son 
Manny, then age 2

Edwin & Nicetas Proctor



2011

Left: At the “Labor of Love” build 
in Indianapolis, Ron Fisher 
holds a sleeping Kamarie, 
whose family got a home at 
the 2010 Legacy Build. Above: 
Indy’s Chuck Vogt with Mayor 
Greg Ballard

The Bicycle 
Adventure 
crosses the 
$500,000 
fundraising 
mark during 
its cross- 
country ride 
from Seattle 
to Washing-
ton, D.C.

Linda Fuller and husband Paul 
Degelmann at the Legacy Build 
in Minden, Louisiana

Volunteers join hands in prayer at the Derby City Build in Louisville, 
Kentucky — a partner that specializes in taking vacant houses and 
turning them into like-new homes.

Volunteer Leslie O’Tool in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo

Leah 
Gernetzke 
with a young 
friend during 
an all-women’s 
build in Haiti



2012

Sheilla 
Snell 
works 
with a 
young 
friend 
at the 
Legacy 
Build in 
Peru.

Vice President of International Programs Ryan Iafigliola in Nepal

Children on the roof of a Fuller Cen-
ter home in India, where we build in 
the beautiful tropical state of Kerala.

Bicycle Adventurers Kelsey Correa (left) and Kelsey Merz with their friend 
Justin during a build day on his home in New Jersey.Happy child in Armenia

We met Cindy during an 
exploratory visit to Las 
Peñitas, Nicaragua. Her 
family would become our 
first partners there.

Karen “Toolie” Warkentien with Difreth, whose Legacy Build 
home in La Florida, Peru was sponsored by Toolie.



2013

Mercer Univer-
sity women’s 
head basketball 
coach Susie 
Gardner (left) 
and guard Taylor 
McClintock 
during the 
team’s Global 
Builders trip to 
Ghana

Our first Veterans Build in Shreveport, Louisiana, for Larry Linear (left) and three others got a dose of star 
power from Grammy-winning volunteer John Mayer (upper right) and primary donor Roger Waters, bassist 
and co-founder of rock legends Pink Floyd.

Volunteers like Amara Neng (center) helped us pass the 
100-home milestone in Haiti in September 2013.

House leader Leon Lehman presents a Bible 
and quilt to homeowner partner Delores Peoples 
at the Legacy Build in Atlantic City.

Theologian and 
Simple Homes 

Fuller Center founder 
Shane Claiborne 

with the Diaz family 
in Philadelphia



2014

More than 250 youths with World Changers pray before beginning work on more than 30 projects during a 
weeklong stint in Louisiana with the Ginger Ford Northshore Fuller Center for Housing.

Thad Harris loves working with college students when they come to 
work in Americus, Georgia — especially when they give up their spring 
break to do so like these Ohio State University volunteers.

Volunteers join the Singleton family 
in prayer at the dedication of their 
home at the Legacy Build in Louis-
ville, Kentucky.

The 56-home Lambi Village is dedicated in Haiti.

Bipartisan 
volunteerism: 
Indiana Gov. Mike 
Pence, a Republi-
can, works along-
side Linda Fuller 
and Gary Mayor 
Karen Freeman- 
Wilson, a Democrat, 
in Gary, Indiana.

A 68-person team from Countryside 
Mennonite Fellowship near Waterloo, 
Ontario, becomes the Global Builders’ 
largest-ever team on a trip to Nicaragua, 
pushing the Global Builders past the 
2,000-participant mark in the process.

A total of 26 unused government 
Katrina cottages are converted into 
homes in Greenwood, Mississippi.



2015

Vice President of Communications 
Chris Johnson makes a new friend during 
the Diez Años, Diez Casas (10 Years, 
10 Homes build in Nicaragua.

We marked our 10th anniversary 
by building 10 homes in the 
fishing village of Las Peñitas, 
Nicaragua — where we have 
since converted the entire 
village of shacks into solid, safe 
Fuller Center homes. We called 
it the Diez Años, Diez Casas 
build. The families and children 
of this village have captured the 
hearts of many volunteers.

Left: House captain Kenneth 
Young presents a Bible at the 
dedication of a family’s home at 
the Legacy Build in Shreveport. 
Above: Camilo Leal’s family was 
helped at the 2013 Legacy Build 
in Atlantic City, so he began using 
his vacation time to volunteer at 
future Legacy Builds.

Linda Fuller was joined by granddaughters Sophie 
Luedi (left) and Jasmine Luedi at the Lind-A-Hand 
Women’s Build in Lanett, Alabama.

Just 30 miles from the epicenter of the earthquake 
that rattled Nepal in April, Fuller Center homes like 
this one in Trishuli were unscathed.



2016

Left: Volunteers at the Legacy Build in Valley, Alabama. Right: Legacy Build homeowner partner Bertha 
Moore tells Molly Fulghum who gets the credit for her new home — the man upstairs.

Melissa’s family was one of the first to get a new home in our 
community in Nuevo Cuscatlán, El Salvador.

Home dedication in Bolivia

Linda Fuller’s 75th 
birthday events  

included a build day 
in Macon, Georgia 

(above) and a 
dinner at Koinonia 
Farm with friends, 

including former 
First Lady Rosalynn 

Carter (right).

Jeff Cardwell of our partners People Helping People chats 
with young residents in Nuevo Cuscatlán, El Salvador.

Another year, another 
milestone in Armenia 
 — this time the 
500-house mark, which 
drew Sheilla Snell and 
others from the U.S. to 
help celebrate.



2017

Linda Fuller shares the history of our movement with 
students from Ohio’s Wittenberg University who spent 
their spring break repairing homes.

Ginger Ford Northshore Fuller Center Executive 
Director Tamara Danel (right) with Debi and 
Bill Hayden at the re-dedication of their home 
that was restored after suffering damage from 
historic flooding.

“Seeing  
complete 
strangers 

extend grace 
and kindness to 
another makes 

my heart sing 
with joy. ... Oh 

to have the 
words to share 
just how much 

I enjoy being 
with this ‘fam-
ily’!” — Macy 

Holsinger, 
spring and 

summer rider 
with the Bicycle 

Adventure

Steve Lumpp seeks 
shelter from the rain at 
the rain-soaked Millard 
Fuller Legacy Build in 
Indianapolis.

Army veteran Carla Ross was struggling to make ends meet 
while raising son K’Hairi (right), who suffers from sickle-cell 
anemia. At Christmas, K’Hairi asked Santa to give his mom 
a decent home. Volunteers, including house leaders Charlie 
Thell (left) and Tim DuBois of Minnesota helped Santa deliver 
on K’Hairi’s wish a new home during a blitz in West Point, Ga.

Children 
play at our 
77-home 
community 
in Nuevo 
Cuscatlán, 
El Salvador.

After seeing The Fuller Center’s success 
helping Haitians rebuild after the earthquake, 
Geral Joseph recruited us to help build 
homes like these in Pignon, Haiti.



2018

Global Builders fell in love with Puerto 
Rico once we began helping families 

rebuild after Hurricane Maria. 
It remains a popular destination 

for our volunteers today.

In the remote 
Bolivian village of 
Mizque, we beat 

back Chagas 
disease by moving 

66 families from 
mud shacks to 
safe new block 

homes. The 
community is an 
example of how 
decent housing 

is directly tied to 
positive health 

outcomes.

The Merlo family moved into their Yonkers, 
New York, home in time for Christmas.

A once- 
vacant 
house  
being turned 
into a like-
new home 
in Macon, 
Georgia.

Welcome ceremony for Global Builders in Papua New Guinea Mother and daughters in Armenia

Barry and Amy Stuck 
brought down a crew from 
Pennsylvania to lead building 
of the Chattahoochee Fuller 
Center Project’s 40th home — 
this one in Valley, Alabama.



2019

The Disaster ReBuilders’ Aaron Ratliff 
with homeowner Norika Nakada at the 
dedication of her repaired home — our 
first such recovery project in New Bern, 
North Carolina.

Former 
President Jimmy 
Carter speaks 
at a Koinonia 
Farm gathering 
marking 10 
years since 
Millard Fuller’s 
passing.

The Disaster ReBuilders’ 
Bart Tucker thanks volunteers 
at the dedication of the 
Brenda Barton Memorial Build 
in Dickinson, Texas.

Linda Fuller and others dance 
at the dedication of the 100th 
Fuller Center home in the 
community of La Florida, Peru.

Hundreds of volunteers built 11 new homes at the Millard Fuller Legacy Build as part of a tornado-recovery 
effort in Lee County, Alabama. Volunteers persevered through days of record heat.

Legacy Build 
homeowner 

partner  
Teresa  

Robinson lost 
her mother 

and father in 
the tornado. David Snell presents 

a Bible to the Melton 
family, who lost a son 
in the tornado.

Kim Roberts (right) with sisters 
Angela and Andrea Rivera, who 
lost their mother in the tornado.



Helping mom and dad — and Fuller 
Center volunteers — build another new 

home in Nicaragua (January 2020)

2020



“What the poor need 
is not charity, but 

capital; not caseworkers 
but coworkers.”
Clarence Jordan

That simple yet pro-
found statement written 
at Koinonia Farm by our 
spiritual founder became 
the basis for our partner-
ship housing model — 
something we refer to as 
“enlightened charity.”

We truly extend a hand-
up to families in need of 
simple, decent places to 
live. Our families work 
alongside our volunteers 
and repay costs on terms 
they can afford, becoming 
givers themselves as their 
repayments go to help 
others. Thus, they are 
empowered and retain 
their dignity.

As Jesus said, the poor 
will always be with us. 
And we have much work 
still to do.



FullerCenter.org  •  229-924-2900 • email@fullercenter.org
P.O. Box 523, Americus GA 31709

“In various ways all of us should be constantly 
finding people and situations that are dead, buried, 
and covered up in order to help bring them to the 
light because the God that we service is a God of 
light, a God of love, and a God of caring.”
— Millard Fuller (1935-2009),
Founder, The Fuller Center for Housing


