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At home in 46225: 2018 in review
Fuller Center for Housing builds
two houses for Concord families

Treqwan stands on the porch of his new home at the ribbon-cutting ceremony.
Two Concord families received houses through the Fuller Center for Housing.

The Fuller Center for
Housing is leading an
affordable housing charge
in the Old Southside
neighborhood. This year, two
Concord families realized
a life-long dream when
they became homeowners
through the program.
The Fuller Center was
started by the founder of

Habitat for Humanity and
closely follows its model. The
national nonprofit built its
first home on Caven Street in
2015.
Last year, Central Indiana’s
leadership selected two more
lots and two more Concord
families.
During the first half 2018,
families completed intensive

OSNA receives Lift Indy grant
Mayor Hogsett kicked off Halloween
with a press conference at Concord
Center to announce its Old Southside
neighborhood as the 2019 Lift Indy
neighborhood.
Lift Indy is a community development
program to revitalize low-to-middle
income neighborhoods. Its purpose is
to support investments in affordable
housing, beautification, and public
amenities that are also inclusive of longtime residents.
The Old Southside Neighborhood
Association (OSNA) has worked to
promote the neighborhood as inclusive,
affordable and safe.
Judith Essex, neighborhood president
(and Concord board member)
explained the impact during the official
press conference:
“For the thousands of commuters
who pass through the Old Southside
every day, the Meridian Streetscape
Placemaking will illustrate that we are a
neighborhood on the move,” Essex said.
“But the most important part of Lift
Indy is the affordable homeownership
opportunities this will bring to thirteen
families.”
The LIFT Indy program is funded
through two federal Housing and Urban
Development grants. It is a three-year
award that is projected to bring $4
million of new investment into the
community.

(Fuller Center - continued-)
financial coaching, and then they worked
alongside volunteers and contractors on
construction. These prerequisites are built into the
housing program’s model to ensure families are
prepared—that they can afford mortgage payments
and upkeep.
Having a home of her own means that 10-year-old

Maleah and her two brothers will grow up in the
same neighborhood as their mother did. Her family
doesn’t have to worry about increasing housing costs
or landlords.
Homeownership is a good investment, but for the
Concord families, their homes also provide quality
space for them to grow up, together.
“I like how the kitchen is right next to the living
room…we have our own bedrooms, but we can all
be together when we eat,” Maleah said.

Getting to the root: Worlds Apart report ranks 46225 as lowest life expectancy
Once described as the “heart of the early city,”
Concord’s near-Southside neighborhood reports the
lowest life expectancy in Marion County-- 69.4 years.
A baby born in zip code 46225 today can “expect
to live only as long as a baby born in the U.S. more
than 60 years ago.” Uzbekistan, Bangladesh, and Iraq
report comparative life expectancy calculations.
The data comes from Worlds Apart, a report published
by the IU Richard M. Fairbanks School of Public
Health (FSPH), which calculated and compared
life expectancy across Indianapolis-Metro Area zip
codes. The calculations of life expectancy at birth are
based upon the record of deaths and corresponding
population size in each zip code during a five-year
period.
“We celebrate the success stories at Concord by
working with families to make life better,” explains
Niki Girls, Concord’s long-time executive director.
“The report is disheartening to anyone who has a
heart for this community. The need is far greater

than we realized and the number of people not being
served by any organization is far greater than we
realized.”
Compared to other parts of town, the nearSouthside is relatively quiet, and violent crime is low.
But residents are living shorter lives than peers across
town, and nobody knows why. That’s why Concord
and FSPH are committed to working together to
research underlying factors and feelings.
Concord has submitted a grant proposal to support
a partnership with FSPH and a collaborative research
project, beginning in 2019. The findings will be
used to develop new initiatives for participants and
residents alike in the years to come.
“There’s a sense of urgency surrounding this data,
but we have to balance that with being patient...to
really figure out why and when and to whom this is
happening so that whatever we do moving forward
truly fits the needs and can make a difference,” Girls
said.

Worlds Apart: Gaps in Life Expectancy in the Indianapolis Metro Area.
Available from the SAVI Community Information System at: www.savi.org

These were a few of our
favorite things this year
Chess: Much to the chagrin of afterschool
participants, Concord added chess to the roster
of regular activities. It was a tough sell at first
(the curriculum focuses heavily on written
strategy exercises before ever playing a game),
but youth participants know the game well
enough to play independently now. A year later,
it’s become one of the most popular after school
activities, and their enthusiasm has inspired
families and neighbors to start playing again.

Think like a Concord Kid |the Knights Tour
Following the rules of chess, move the dot as a knight
such that it visits each square--but only once! Quick

refresher: Knights capture after moving in an “L”, or two
steps in one direction, a 90° turn and one step in the
new direction.

Tidy Yards: Concord’s Indy Do Day project

mobilized over 60 volunteers to help senior
neighbors with seasonal yard-work. The
project was opened to any senior household
in zip codes 46225, 46203, or 46227. Concord
received over 200 requests for help—10 times
more than usual! During Indy Do Day (formally
the last weekend in September), volunteers and
staff completed over half the eligible projects.
The rest are on a waiting list for spring.

Spending Time Together: When

the Women’s Fund of Central Indiana, a fund
of CICF sent 40 mothers and daughters to see
Michelle Obama in February, they left inspired to
“do something” with her advice. “When Women
Come Together” is a mothers and daughters
group that meets monthly for an activity and
time together. The mothers and daughters
meet separately but complete parallel activities.

Thanks to a grant from the Women’s Fund of Central Indiana,
a fund of CICF, Concord will expand When Women Come
Together to offer more two-generational classes and
activities for mothers and daughters in 2019.

It’s the hap-happiest season of all... but you can help all year long
Give time | Serve as the face of Concord by
answering phones and greeting families. The reception
desk needs volunteers M./W./F. from 9 a.m. to noon.

Compete | In Concord’s inaugural trivia event on
February 10, 2019. Save the date and check your email
for more info, which will be headed your way soon!

Give talent | If STEM, IT or marketing are
strengths, consider presenting to youth participants,
tutoring a child, or helping with the agency’s outreach
efforts.

Keep Concord in mind | Everyday shopping can
benefit Concord’s programs and services:
1. Enroll your Kroger Plus card in Kroger Cares and
designate Concord as the recipient organization
2. Shop Amazon Smile for all your Amazon purchases,
select “Concord Center Association” as your
organization, and our programs will benefit from .05%
of orders. smile.amazon.com
3. Buy your gift cards through SCRIP, and a
percentage of the purchase is donated back. Place your
order with Cill: 317.637.4376 or cflanary@ concordindy.org.

Give treasure | Concord migrated online
donations to Paypal. You can donate securely online-and even make a recurring gift to support us all year
long! -and/or- Join the Earl W. Coss Society by including
Concord in your estate plans. Contact Niki to get started:
niki@concordindy.org or 317.637.4376.
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Concord Neighborhood Center: Serving Southside Families Since 1875
History
In 1875, under the auspices
of the American Turners, the
first neighborhood center in
Indiana opened at 17 W. Morris
Street. The Jewish Welfare
Federation began using the
building for programming in
1914, and the organization
became the Communal
Center Association and joined the Community Chest
shortly after. The modern “Concord” was formed in
1954. Its leadership purchased the original building
and operated there until Concord moved to its
present location in 1983. In 2016, Concord received
an unprecedented $5 million grant from Lilly
Endowment, Inc. to establish an endowment for the
agency’s sustain ability.
Mission Statement
To provide opportunities that advance
the education, health, well-being and
independence for near-Southside families
Boundaries: Washington Street (N); I-65 (E);
Thompson Road (S); and White River (W)

Programs and Services
Concord is exempt from federal income tax under
Section 501(c)3 of the Internal Revenue Code and is a
partner agency of United Way of Central Indiana.
Quality, cost-effective services are provided in an
environment of compassionate understanding.
Concord utilizes strong financial management and
aggressive funds development to sustain operation.
Concord offers six core programs:
• Early Childhood Education
• School-Aged Youth Development
• Comprehensive Teen Development
• Family Social Services
• Older Adult Enrichment (60 years +)
• HIV Care Coordination
Concord partners with over
100 agencies:
• Nutrition and Wellness
• Stadium Village Business
Association
• Energy Assistance
• Academic Tutoring
• Old Southside Neighborhood
Association
• Insurance Enrollment

