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Toni and Aaron Tie the Knot!
Toni Karam-Fabre and Aaron Ratliff were married May 19, 2018 . They met
while gutting out houses with another non-profit before Aaron went to
work for FCDR while volunteering with The Cajun Army . Toni is the Volunteer-Coordinator for FCDR and Aaron is the Director of Construction.

Volunteers taping and floating the Nash’s ceiling.

A Sad End to a Wonderful Story
Last issue we told the story of Mr. & Mrs. William Nash and their house and
how it was destroyed by Harvey, yet was about to finish with the efforts of
FCDR. The team along with Nash’s daughter Catherine, worked very hard to
finish the house because Mr. Nash was very ill; they wanted to finish the
house before he died. As you know, God’s will does not always work with
what we want. Mr. Nash passed away a few days before the house was to
be finished. At his funeral Mrs. Nash and her daughter Catherine were presented a Quilt of Honor. These quilts are produced by The Queen “B”
Workshop in Antioch, CA. (cont’d on page 3).
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From left to right: Flo Brooks, Board Member, Gail
Belmont, Exec. Director of Quilts of Honor. Next to
them are Catherine (Nash) Dietrich, Mrs. Maxine
Nash, Michael Nash and Roxanne Rice Nash.

“In memory of William Cody
Nash, U. S. Army WWII”

Volunteers
Volunteers come from all over the country
to help FCDR ReBuild these houses. The
following are some of the church groups
and others arriving in the coming months:
September 23, 2018
Arriving July 1, left to right from First
Church of Christ Congregation Redding,
CT: David F., Jessie N., Christian H., Kati
M., Alex KW., Grace M., and Hayden B.
Below, the adult volunteers are Roger,
Dave, Sandy and Rebecca.

The rest of the months are open. Please, if
you or any group you know that would like
to make a difference, have them contact
the publisher or Lyn Wilson . Contact her at
disaster-rebuilders@fullercenter.org or
346.763.7499

FULLER CENTER DISASTER ReBUILDERS
has received a grant from The Red Cross to
partially fund 22 homes!! But we still need your
help with construction overhead expenses, etc.
which are not included. There is much work to
be done. Check last page to make a donation!

“The rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did
not fall, because it had been founded on rock.” (NRSV) Matthew 7:25
“Parting is such sweet sorrow”
The FCDR group in the Webster, Dickinson,

Friendswood area were very fortunate to
have a group of AMERICORPS volunteers
helping us for about six weeks. Unfortunately for us, fortunately for their next assignment. The group leaves the Houston area on
Jul 5th and return to Colorado (their home
base). They probably will not be staying
together as a group, but will each go their
own way to a new adventure. Before they
head out from Colorado they go through a
period of “debriefing” to see what they took
away from their time helping FCDR and the
home owners. Believe me, from talking with
some of the group, they are taking as many
blessings with them as they were able to
bless people here. Funny how that happens,
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A Wonderful Celebration of Triumph Over Adversity
On June 21, Sherry Petermann’s home was dedicated and blessed. Sherry has
had many obstacles other than just Harvey’s devastation. Her health has been
a problem on more than one occasion. Throughout it all she has been very
strong and perseveres. Ronnie Hilborh from Clear Lake Ecclesia gave the
blessing and dedication of her new home. It was a house that Harvey destroyed but it was a home that was blessed that day.
Besides the FCDR and AMERICORPS crews, her sponsors were the Rotary Club
of Space Center and partners including The Rotary Club of Santa Clara, Santa
Clara Rotary Foundation,
Carlisle
Rotary Club Foundation, Joining Hands, and Rotary Club
of Houston EnergyCorridor.
Cherry was surrounded
by family and
friends.
Her children helped
her to
keep strong for
them. A quilt was presented by Toni Karam Ratliff from the quilters at St. Peter’s Lutheran Church Fort Wayne, IN. These are “Knotted Quilts.” As each
knot is completed the quilters stop and say a prayer over the knot. Those that
helped provide her with a vehicle were the Rotary Club of Huntsville
Al, DeMontrond Buick, Leasing Associates in League City and Lighthouse
Christian Ministries See other photos bottom left on page 4.
The AMERICORPS volunteers. L to R: Raheem (FL), Ross (TX), John (FL), Becca (HI), Dee
(MI), Melissa (NY).

Special Volunteers
Occasionally, there are groups of
people who have nothing else to
do but help those who either cannot help themselves or need more
help. There are two groups like
that who are helping FCDR and the
people in our helping area.
The first group is a group of men,
10 of them, from the greater Houston area. They have volunteered
with other groups doing what
FCDR does, but for whatever reason they now volunteer to work
help ReBuild houses of the people
in Texas City and Dickinson.

The Nash family and friends await a 21-Gun Salute,
followed by the Presentation of an American Flag to Mrs. Maxine Nash.

A Sad End (cont’d)
June 6, 2018, I watched as volunteers from several states went to work on the home of
WWII Marine Veteran William Nash, his wife Lucille “Max”, and daughter Catherine
“Cat”. Their house was completely awash in Harvey which ruined their HVAC, roof electrical, plumbing and the many other parts of such a disaster. The volunteers tore out some
walls to allow easier use of a wheelchair and more changes for accessibility.

The volunteers at the Nash house were from Westport Road Baptist Church, Louisville,
KY, Sunnyside Presbyterian Church, Goshen, IN, First Presbyterian Church, Grand Forks,
ND and individuals from AmeriCorps (Colorado and Montana) and people from Corpus
Christi and Texas City, Texas.

The second group is a couple of
contractors from the Arlington, VA
area. They are Tom Hall and Hans
Baumconn. Tom’s sister, Sue Pfisterer also joined them. These folks have
come for a two week stint more than
once. They like the area, but do not
like the hot weather.

The Nash’s were featured by Channel 26 many months ago when they were first able to
see their home after Harvey had subsided.

Dedication and Blessing of the Nash’s ReBuilt Home
On August 1, 2018, the Nash’s home was dedicated and the keys handed over to Max. In
attendance were the Nash’s daughter Cat who lives in the home as well, son Mike and
wife Roxanne Nash and their pastor Kevin Rizer. Many community partners of FCDR were
at the dedication: Rotary Club of Space Center, Team Depot Foundation, United Way of
Greater Houston, Santa Clara Rotary Foundation, Carlisle Rotary Club Foundation, Joining
Hands, Rotary Club of Houston Energy Corridor, SBP, Gloria Dei Lutheran Church. Others
involved were Clear
Lake Presbyterian Church,
Webster Presbyterian Church, Peace Lutheran
Church, Catholic
Charities, Mainland Community Partners,
United Way-Bay Area and
Galveston Mainland,
Galveston County Long
Term Recovery
Group and Orphan Grain
Train.

Starting with the man to the left of
the unknown man in the white shirt,
we have Jimmy Elmore (FCDR), Sue
Pfisterer, Tom Hall, Hans Baumann
and Aaron Ratliff (FCDR).

From left to right: Jimmy Elmore
(FCDR), Bart Tucker Director, Fuller
Center Disaster ReBuilders and Nyla
Woods COO Catholic Charities Galveston/Houston Arch Diocese.
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The Stubblefield House
The Stubblefields have lived in this house for 40
odd years. Harvey made a real mess of the house.
Many different volunteers from different parts of
the country have been working to put it back together. Next issue will include the dedication.

One does not have to be an expert or have special training to help ReBuild these houses.

Volunteering to Cook for Others
The youth group from St. Bernadette

Catholic Church in the Webster area,
cooked the meal for the volunteers coming in from North Creek Presbyterian
Church (Millcreek, WA) and Calvin Presbyterian Church (Shoreline, WA).

St. Bernadette’s Youth Group

Youth Groups from Calvin PC and
North Creek PC, Washington State
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A Special Home Dedication (more photos)

Sanders’ House Dedication
August 31, 2018, the home of David and Helen Sanders was turned back over to them after being ReBuilt following Harvey’s
devastation in Texas City, Texas. The Sanders have lived in this house for decades. Their grandson, Phillip Palmer, Associate
Pastor Greater St. Matthews Church, led the Service of Dedication and Blessing of their Home.
Surrounded by family and friends (see The Stubblefield House on page 4) and Community Partners. A member of the staff of
the NAACP, Galveston County and Miller’s Seawall Grill.
Recently The Miller’s Seawall Grill had a fire in their kitchen; it was completely destroyed. However, the owners kept the staff
on payroll as long as they provided several volunteer hours per week. Several of those employees helped FCDR ReBuild the
Sander’s home. What a great idea and great owners.

Rev. Phillip Palmer leads the dedication service. Toni
Karam Ratliff of FCDR participates along with family,
friends and sponsors.
Mr. Sanders said in his remarks, “Everyone who
came, here came in love.” How true and Amen.

The Groups Behind the
Food on Orientation
Night
Each Sunday night when the
volunteers arrive for their orientation, they have a meal waiting
for them. The meals range from
chili, BBQ, King Ranch Chicken,
hot dogs, etc. Each team prepares
whatever they want. Some of the
groups are from Webster Presbyterian Church (WPC) but others
are groups WPC folks are involved
in. Some examples:

Helen and David Sanders receive a quilt
from the Knotters of St. Peters Lutheran
Church Ft. Wayne, IN. See page 2 at bottom
of page for more information about these
quilters.

Special Visitor at FCDR Orientation Dinner
Nyla Woods and her husband Dan ate dinner and attended the orientation at Webster Presbyterian Church on
July 22, 2018. Nyla is the COO of Catholic Charities of the Arch Diocese of Galveston/Houston. Catholic Charities
is one of the organizations that help qualify families for help from FCDR. (See photo bottom right on page 3)
FCDR has many supporters, donors and Community Partners. If are able, please shop at their stores, donate to
their causes and promote them as they do many great things for FCDR.

The AMERICORPS volunteer group. L to R:Raheem (FL), Ross (TX), John (FL),
Becca (HI), Dee (MI), Melissa (NY).

Please support our work by donating online at: https://fullercenter.org/
disaster-rebuilders/ or by check to Fuller Center Disaster ReBuilders, 201
West NASA Pkwy, Webster, TX 77598-5207
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