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Texas Rebuilding After Hurricane Harvey 

Fuller Center Disaster ReBuilders (FCDR) needs you now! We are rebuilding in 
the towns that surround the cities of Dickinson, Friendswood, League City, and 
Texas City, an area southeast of Houston. Mucking out is essentially complete in 
this area, so we particularly need your skilled volunteer teams! Clear Lake Pres-
byterian Church (25 volunteers) and Gloria Dei Lutheran Church (40 volunteers) 
are generously providing room and board for you.  

Generally, teams arrive Sunday afternoon have a meal and orientation at Web-
ster Presbyterian Church. The teams leave late Friday or Saturday morning. 
We’ll provide the construction leadership, tools and projects and you provide 
the passion for serving your neighbors in need.   

The Story Behind the Story 

“FDCR is the missional arm of The Fuller Center for Housing. Linda and Millard 

Fuller founded FDCR as well as Habitat for Humanity. FDCR has been rebuilding 

houses since Hurricane Katrina in 2005. 

FDCR rebuilds houses of the people most in need, with priority to seniors handi-

capped/disabled, and families with children. Several homes have already been 

completed with many more in progress. In 2018, FDCR will rebuild 30+ houses 

and are committed to rebuild houses as long as funding for building material 

and volunteers to do the work is available. The houses FDCR rebuilds are suited 

to the family that lives in the house. Some houses have been brought up to Disa-

bility Standards. Each house is not only repaired from Harvey’s damage, each 

house will be in good working order and made to be livable by the  homeowner 

for many years to com.” (these words are from Jimmy Elmore Operations Direc-

tor with FDCR as told to Channel 26’s Darlene Faires). 
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Volunteers taping and floating the Nash’s ceiling. 



Jimmy Elmore Operations 
Director FCDR 

“I think this is a great story and it needs 

to be told. FCDR and it’s church part-

ners are bringing hope back to devasted 

areas that are outside the bright lights 

(and big dollars) of Houston and Harris 

County. I wish I knew how to tell it 

better. I’m just a guy who was extreme-

ly fortunate to have the water stop 

rising just on inch before breaching my 

won home and felt compelled to try to 

help those who were not so fortunate. 

In the aftermath of the storm, my pas-

tors at Clear Lake Presbyterian Church 

asked me to help them manage the 

chaos and determine how we could 

best respond with the resources we 

have available to us. (Jimmy has not 

taken the job of Disaster of Operations 

for FCDR). But, this story should not be 

all about me. Toni (Karam-Fabre Volun-

teer Coordinator), Aaron (Ratliff FCDR 

and our construction leaders), and all 

the volunteers from churches here and 

afar are the real heroes. 

The volunteers leave their homes early on Sunday, or perhaps on Saturday, to arrive at Webster 

Presbyterian  via car, van or airplane at about 6 p. m. They are treated to a hot meal, with desert 

before attending a required orientation meeting with the local FCDR leaders. 

Different volunteer groups of Webster members prepare the meals each week. The menus vary 

from hot dogs, pizza, chili, Shepard’s Pie and a couple of  chicken dishes whose names cannot be 

names or spelled, but they were very tasty. The deserts are always scrumptious.  

There are different numbers to each group from 20-75. The various churches and individuals 

come from varied traditions and local customs. That flavor is wonderful table-talk as folks get to 

know one another while breaking bread. The groups do get some time off to see and enjoy the 

various high-points of the Gulf Coast and Houston area. 

Following the repast, the orientation covers items of safety, protocols and general information 

that applies to each volunteer while on-the-job in Galveston/Harris County. 

FCDR not only repairs damages from Harvey, they are required to bring the houses up to code. In 

the case of disabled house owners, FCDR makes the house more accessible: widening a door 

here, making a wheelchair-ramp there. Houses with children are also made easier for all to have 

a happy life in their new homes. Repairs are one thing, livability is another. 

The homeowners agree to live in the houses for five years after the house is complete. 

“I think this is a great story and it needs to be told!” 

Volunteers 

Food and Orientation 

Volunteers  come from all over the country to 
help  FCDR ReBuild these houses. The following 
are some of the church groups  and others arriv-
ing in the coming months: 

June 11-15  

 St. Paul UMC Abilene, TX 

St. John UMC St. Charles, MO 

June 18-22 

Grace First Presbyterian Church Long Beach, CA 

Crosspointe Meadows American Baptist Novi, 
MI 

Individuals Wakefield, MA 

Divine Shepard Lutheran Church Omaha, NE 

 

July 2-6 

1st Church of Christ Congressional Reading, CT 

July 9-13 

Trinity Lutheran Church Glendale, MD 

1st Presbyterian Church Williamsburg, IA 

Individuals 

July 16-20 

Individuals 

July 23-27 

Ireton CRC LeMars, IA 

Salem Lutheran Church Salem, IL 

National Capitol Presbyterian Arlington, VA 
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(Jimmy Elmore (FCDR) and volunteer  

fixing back door) 



Volunteers Still Needed 

The volunteers that come to the 

Galveston County area come from 

cities and states all across the 

United States. They arrive on Sun-

day nights and get busy rebuilding 

houses on Monday mornings.  

However, on Saturdays there are  

very few if any volunteers to con-

tinue the work. Joe “Pops” Foley, 

Volunteer Coordinator for Galves-

ton County Long Term Recovery 

Group, “is hoping to launch a vol-

unteer recruitment program for 

County organizations and a 

‘Galveston County Volunteer Coali-

tion’ for Volunteer Coordinators.” 

Anyone interested in joining Pops 

should call 713-444-6339. Those 

interested in helping FCDR at any 

time, should call Toni Karam-Fabre 

at 225-718-6517. 

There are five zip codes served by 

FCDR in our area: 

77539 Dickinson  

77573 League City 

77089 Friendswood/Houston 

77563 Hitchcock 

77034 Houston 

 

(Pictured above is the group working at the Nash house on June 6.  
Mrs. Nash and her daughter are in the green and pink shirts) 

 
 

A WWII Marine Veteran’s House ReBuilt 
 June 6, 2018, I watched as volunteers from several states went to work on the home of WWII Marine Veteran 

William Nash, his wife Maxine, and daughter. Their house was completely awash in Harvey which ruined their 
HVAC, roof electrical, plumbing and the many other parts of such a disaster. The volunteers tore out some walls 
to allow easier use of a wheelchair and more changes for accessibility. 
 
The volunteers at the Nash house were from Westport Road Baptist Church, Louisville, KY, Sunnyside Presbyter-
ian Church, Goshen, IN, First Presbyterian Church, Grand Forks, ND and individuals from AmeriCorps (Colorado 
and Montana) and people from Corpus Christi and Texas City, Texas. 
 
The Nash’s were featured by Channel 26 many months ago when they were first able to see their home after 
Harvey had subsided. 

 

(The Nash’s daughter made this cement plaque in the floor by the  
back door of their newly ReBuilt house. 

 The Nash’s were married in 1948 and move into this house in the early 1950s) 
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