Team Leader Information and Trip Details
About the Trip Leader

About the Trip

Team leader name: Carol Martin

Location: Calzada, Puerto Rico

Currently lives in: Denver, Colorado

Dates: February 3-10, 2019

Occupation: Retired

Cost: $950

Best email: carmar502@gmail.com

Expected group size: 16
Trip Number: 92009

I’ve been leading international Habitat for Humanity teams since 2012 and, just last year, was a member of Fuller
Global Builder teams in Bolivia and Papua New Guinea. I was so impressed with the Fuller staff and the host
country partnerships that I expressed an interest in leading future Global Builder teams.
In the aftermath of Hurricanes Harvey and Maria last September, I was shocked at how many Americans were
unaware that Puerto Ricans are also U.S. citizens and am saddened that the economic and geographic conditions
there have severely limited the hurricane recovery efforts compared to efforts in Florida and Houston. Can any
mainland American imagine how they would deal with loss of electricity and running water for months, not to
mention loss of shelter and income, coupled with little to no access to disaster recovery resources? I sure can’t, but
am anxious to do all I can to help our fellow Americans in the recovery process.

The Fuller Center has been extra aggressive in identifying ways Global Builders can help expedite the recovery
process. They have established a partnership with a group of concerned locals in Calzada, near where Maria made
landfall. This is a rural community of 184 families and is expected to be one of the last places that electricity will be
restored. Teams will be helping these families and others in the surrounding area to repair homes badly damaged
by the hurricane. Work will mainly entail repairs to house exteriors including roofs, doors and windows. Due to
this being a recovery effort, the lodging and work conditions may be a little challenging. Teams will, likely, be
sleeping on cots and may have to rely on generators for power, but Fuller will insure that we will have access to
plenty of safe water and delicious food prepared by local Puerto Ricans.

The following is a general itinerary for this team:
Sun 2/3

Arrive at San Juan Airport no later than 4 pm and travel to Calzada.

Mon 2/4 – Fri 2/8

Typical days will start at 7 am and will involve working 7-8 hours with frequent
breaks.
Breakfast, lunch and snacks will be provided at the worksite.
The workday will end at approximately 4 pm, at which time members will be
free to clean up and relax before dinner.
Team activities in the evening will be scheduled depending on team makeup,
but time will be allotted for team reflection on experiences and impressions.

Sat 2/9

Team R&R – might include site-seeing, time at the beach, shopping.

Sun 2/10

Travel to San Juan Airport for return home or continue on with personal
itinerary.

