
A simple, decent home 
is the foundation stone for

“Love makes things blossom 

and allows little children to become  

all that God intended them to be.  

Children given the opportunity to grow up  

in a decent home may even change the world.”

— Millard Fuller (1935-2009)

Strong 
families

healthy  
communities&

Rocia is among millions of children growing up in shacks. Join our ministry 
as we strive to fulfill Millard Fuller’s dream — NO MORE SHACKS!

701 S. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd 
Americus GA 30719

229-924-2900
FullerCenter.org
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“Our partner families 
are not simply recipients 
but also participants in 
a life-changing event. As 
their payments go toward 
work on other houses, they 
become donors in their 
own right, demonstrating 
Jesus’ observation that it is 
more blessed to give than to 
receive. Dignity is restored, 
self-reliance affirmed and 
a solid step taken to break 
the cycle of poverty. This is 
enlightened charity!”
— David Snell, 
Fuller Center President

ENLIGHTENED CHARITY & THE BUILDING BLOCKS OF SOCIETY

The Fuller Center for Housing — founded in 2005 by Millard 
and Linda Fuller — is a collaboration of local, Christian  
organizations dedicated to the premise that every child ought 

to have a decent place to call home. A grassroots nonprofit, we are 
called to help as many of God’s children as possible have a good home 
in which to lay their heads at night. 

The basic building block of society is the family, and it is in the 
embrace of family that children are nurtured and grow. Children who 
grow up in a decent home are healthier, perform better in school and 
have fewer behavioral problems.

The benefits of decent housing, though, extend beyond individual  
families. Neighborhoods with a high level of homeownership are 
cleaner and safer than those with a prevalance of rental and  
derelict housing. When you improve housing, you don’t just strengthen 
families — you also build stronger neighborhoods and communities.

Working through local Fuller Center affiliates called covenant  
partners in more than 65 U.S. communities and 17 countries, we em-
power families by partnering with them rather than by giving hand-
outs. Our partner families build alongside our volunteers and then 
repay the costs on terms they can afford with no interest charged and 
no profit made. These payments go into a fund to help others in their 
local community build and repair homes. In this way, our 
homeowner partners are transformed into givers themselves.

Therefore, your gifts are maximized and recycled to go well beyond 
their original dollar amount.

Manny of 
Indianapolis, 
Indiana

Above: A Global Builders volunteer making 
a new friend in Las Peñitas, Nicaragua.

Right: The Franklin family  
in North Chicago, Illinois



FullerCenter.org 3

THE NEED IS GREAT

1.6 billion people in the world 
live in substandard housing.
100 million people in the world 
are homeless, an increasing 
proportion of whom are children.
95 million people in the U.S. 
experience housing problems — 
including homlessness, living  
in substandard dwellings, or 
spending more than half of their 
income on housing. ‘No more shacks!’

“That three-word phrase was 
one of Millard Fuller’s most  
well-known calls to action.  
We’re adding a new rallying cry: 
“No more slums!”
In the developing world (such 
as Nigeria, above), there has 
been a migration of people 
leaving the countryside to 
search for opportunities in big 
cities. Too often the result is a 
worse life of entrenched pov-
erty and abysmal housing that 
contributes to poor health and 
outbreaks of disease.
The Fuller Center’s international 
projects often are located in rural 
areas, providing incentive for 
people to stay in the more  
sustainable countryside —  
and for families to return from 
the slums for a better way of life.

Affordable housing for families is imperative
Sound budgeting suggests that housing costs not exceed 30 

percent of household income. Yet, of the roughly 43 million 
families and individuals currently living in rental housing in 
the United States, about half exceed that threshhold.

The Fuller Center makes home ownership affordable.  
Volunteers and in-kind gifts of materials help keep our 
building costs low. And, our families’ zero-interest, no-profit 
mortgage payments are almost always less than what it would 
cost to rent a simple apartment. The Fuller Center also utilizes 
energy-efficient building methods to keep utility costs low.

The more than  
5.1 million  
U.S. households 
facing “worst-case 
housing needs” 
include some  
3.6 million chil-
dren, 1.6 million 
elderly adults  
and 1.3 million 
disabled.

Source: U.S. Dept. of 
Housing and Urban 

Development
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“Help was out there for 
everyone, but it wasn’t out 
there for me. The American 
Dream didn’t apply to me. 

But then when The Fuller 
Center for Housing came 
along, I knew I was going to 
have a tomorrow.

That had seemed too far-
fetched for me to even think 
about, that I could own a 
home. Being in my situa-
tion, it seemed that part of 
life wasn’t achievable for me. 

The Fuller Center freed me. 
The day became brighter. The 
American Dream was here! 
It’s here now, and for me!”

Thad Harris was required to  
perform 350 sweat equity hours 
in building his home. Instead, 
he put in more than 500 and is 
now a dedicated volunteer help-
ing others have decent homes.

OUR BASIC PROGRAMS

Volunteers dedicate a new Fuller Center home in Minden, Louisiana.

New home construction
Our covenant partners build homes in partnership with people who have no 
other access to owning a simple, decent home. Volunteer labor and donated 
materials help keep building costs low and the zero-interest, no-profit mort-
gages affordable for families.

Greater Blessing repair program
This program to perform smaller repairs on existing homes primarily helps 
disabled and elderly residents who want to stay in their homes but are un-
able to maintain them adequately. There is no loan document, but owners 
are asked to repay the construction costs as they are able — thus receiving 
the Greater Blessing of giving to others as is promised in the Bible.

Global Builders
We encourage church, student and other 
groups to volunteer internationally, build-
ing homes as they immerse themselves 
in foreign cultures off the beaten tourist 
paths.

U.S. Builders
Similar to the Global Builders program, this allows teams to work in Ameri-
can communities while incurring smaller travel costs.

Faith Builders
We are not a church, but a servant to the church. We help congregations put 
their faith into action.

Millard Fuller Legacy Build
Each year, we honor our founder’s legacy with one-week, multiple-house 
blitz builds drawing volunteers from across the country and beyond.

Fuller Center Bicycle Adventure
These are weekend, weeklong and summer-long bicycle rides to raise money 
for and awareness about our housing ministry.

THAD HARRIS:
‘The Fuller Center 

freed me’
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DEFINING OUR MINISTRY

Do we compete with 
Habitat for Humanity?
“We’ll compete with Habitat 
when there is one home left  
to build — then we’ll fight over  
who gets to build it!” Millard Fuller 
once said. Today, that’s still the 
only way we will fight Habitat.
When Millard and Linda Fuller 
were fired by Habitat and founded 
The Fuller Center in 2005, they 
saw it as an opportunity to  
refocus on the foundational  
principles they started with  
in the early 1970s, including:
• Not charging interest to the 
poor, because the Bible tells 
us not to and because interest 
hinders affordability
• Remaining cautious about 
accepting government funds
• Being a collaboration of 

like-minded partners instead of 
a top-down bureaucracy
• And, most importantly, remaining 

unashamedly Christian and 
enthusiastically ecumenical.

Fuller Center founder Millard Fuller

We are and always will be ...
FAITH-DRIVEN: We move on faith, which allows us 
to reach beyond our grasp, knowing that once we’ve 
done all that we can do, the good Lord will step in and 
finish the job. And He always does.

WORKING LOCALLY: Those who live in a communi-
ty are best able to determine its needs, so we support 
their work but leave oversight and decisions to the local 
covenant partner.

AN ENLIGHTENED CHARITY: Our  
homeowner partners help in construction 
and repay the costs on terms they can 
afford with zero-interest, no-profit 
loans. Proceeds remain in the 
community for future work — 
thus turning our beneficiaries 
into donors in their own right.

AFFORDABLE FOR 
VOLUNTEERS: Volunteers 
are crucial to our success, so 
we keep participation fees low.

PRIVATELY FUNDED: We 
rely on the generosity of indi-
viduals, churches, foundations 
and corporations. This helps us 
avoid undue dependency on 
government grants and their 
tendency to be fickle and  
often come with restrictions 
that can hinder effectiveness.

Kaden already is planning to build homes!



FullerCenter.org6

STRONG COMMUNITIES, EMPOWERED FAMILIES

ANA’S STORY:
From desperate 
mother to leader

Allendale: Major crime has fallen 80 percent
We built our first U.S. 
homes in the Allendale 
neighborhood of Shreveport, 
Louisiana — an area so 
crime-ridden that the local 
police asked us not to work 
there. The situation was 
too dangerous and utterly 
hopeless. For Millard Fuller, that might as well have been 
an invitation. Millard believed — as we do today — that no 
community, no family, no person is beyond hope. Today, 
more than 45 new homes later, Allendale is a neighbor-
hood of choice, where children’s laughter has replaced the 
sounds of gunshots and major crime has fallen 80 percent 
since we began working in 2005. We have resurrected other 
“hopeless” neighborhoods in the U.S. and restored hope by 
building new, healthy communities around the world.

Clay Street today in the Shreveport  
neighborhood of Allendale

Clay Street in the Shreveport 
neighborhood of Allendale in 2005.

Clockwise from top left: Fuller 
Center communities in Lanett, 
Alabama; Peru; Nigeria; Haiti; 
and Indianapolis, Indiana

Ana Tarazona Ramos had 
almost given up hope as she 
and her three children were 
barely getting by on the streets 
of Peru, and crooked landlords 
kept them moving from one 
rented room to another.

Desperate, she boarded a bus 
for a little community called La 
Florida, which she heard was 
building a strong community 
out of almost nothing — noth-
ing but hope.

In La Florida, Ana found The 
Fuller Center in action. She 
built a home and discovered 
“this Ana who wants to do 
things, who knows that it’s good 
to receive but it’s better to give.”

Ana has become a communi-
ty leader and was even elected 
mayor of La Florida. But she is 
most proud that her children 
now have a good home.

“It’s unbelievable. Now my 
children have safety and sta-
bility.  Once, they thought they 
couldn’t go to school, and now 
they’re the top kids in their 
classes. Now, they have friends. 
They are happy again. “
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‘THIS IS MY DREAM’

“I’ve been struggling with this 
roof for four years. Never in my 
life did I think that anybody 
even knew that I was out here, 
much less come and help me. I 
thank God for you all.”
Irma Jean Winslow, Perry,  
Georgia, resident who is disabled and 
raising a special-needs grandchild

“It feels amazing. I’ve been  
surrounded by Christians all day 
and it feels like Heaven. Everybody’s 
working together, and we are just 
so thankful to God for these people 
coming in.”
Kendra Singleton, Fuller Center  
homeowner in Louisville, Kentucky, with her 
husband Mark and two children

“I will stop worrying about folks having a good place to live 
when I’m six feet under. It’s been a calling. It’s a real joy and a 
blessing knowing you’re helping a family have a decent home.”
Linda Fuller, co-founder of The Fuller Center for Housing

“When I’m big, I want to be  a writer because I want 
to write the story of La Florida, and I want to go 
to other places where 
there is poverty 
and I want to 
help the poor 
people. ”
Zuinmy, daughter 
of Ana (page 6), 
who lives in a Fuller 
Center home in La 
Florida, Peru

“I like to live in  
this house. This 

house is very 
beautiful. This 

is my dream.”
Anjali, 
who lives in a 
Fuller Center 
home in  
Kerala, India

“You’d be surprised how quickly you 
take value in your work ... All of a 
sudden, I feel like we have a common 
goal in getting this house, at least on 
the paint side of things, to be as good 
as it would be if a professional came 
in and did it. It’s personal.”
John Mayer, Grammy-winning musician who 
volunteered to help build a Fuller Center home 
for a once-homeless Army veteran in Louisiana
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ANNUAL REPORT: FISCAL YEAR 2015

GIVING YOU 
CAN TRUST

Volunteer hours
worked in 2015

The Fuller Center is  
one of the less than 2% 
of nonprofits that have 
earned the Gold Seal from 
GuideStar for transparency 
and accountability.

The Fuller  
Center meets 
all 20 standards 
set by the 
Better Business 
Bureau’s Wise 
Giving Alliance.

The Fuller Center does not 
build with government funds 

and relies on the generosity 
of individuals, churches 
and foundations to fund 

its operations.

128,710
U.S. Covenant Partners . . . . . . . . . .  71,486
Global Builders . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .22,671
Bicycle Adventure . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .15,903
Special events  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10,600
U.S. Builders . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8,050

Expenses

Contact us:

Revenues

Programs — $2,099,604
Administration — $309,689
Fundraising — $136,933

of funds 
go directly 
toward building &  
repairing homes.

82%

In-kind/miscellaneous 
$240,181

Designated donations
$1,464,508

Undesignated 
donations
$1,511,937

“Simple and decent” is not 
just a phrase that applies to 
the homes we build; this is our 
international headquarters in 
Americus, Georgia.

When you give to 
The Fuller Center 
for Housing, you 

are offering a hand-up to  
families in need, help that  
empowers and uplifts.

We make every effort to 
keep our overhead low so that 
your generosity is not wasted. 
In fact, your gift is recycled 
because homeowners repay 
the costs of materials used to 
build and repair homes into 
a Fund for Humanity to help 
other families in need.

Therefore, not only are your 
gifts maximized, but they also 
are recycled to help families 
over and over again.

This is enlightened charity!

THE FULLER CENTER 
FOR HOUSING
P.O. Box 523
Americus, GA 31709
Phone: 229-924-2900
FullerCenter.org

The Fuller Center is a registered IRS 
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.


