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 “The Lord is my 
rock and my fortress 
and my deliverer; My 
God, my strength, in 

whom I will trust; My 
shield and the horn 
of my salvation, my 

stronghold.”

Psalm 18:2

Religion weighs on filmmaker; work 
honored at New York movie festival

Featuring food, fam-
ily fun, face painting, 
entertainment, prizes 
and demonstrations from 
law-enforcement and fire-
protection agencies, the 
Southeast District of the 
Indianapolis Metropolitan 
Police Department will 
hold its annual Community 
Day from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Thursday, May 20, at Gar-
field Park, 2450 Shelby St. 

In addition to the fun, 
the Police Department 
sees the event as a way to 
strengthen its ties with the 
community. 

Police Community 
Day held May 20

By Fred D. Cavinder
Southsider Voice correspondent

Alfred Eaker has 
studied fine art and 
is getting a degree 

in theology. Both those ele-
ments come together in films 
he has made for some 30 
years.

“Filmmaking is definitely 
an extension of my painting,” 
said Eaker. “My 
fine art was sur-
real, and there’s 
also very heavy 
religiousness to 
it.”

Eaker, who 
lives south of 
Greenwood, at-
tends Christian 
Theological Semi-
nary. “I think I’m 
the only Catholic 
in the class,” he 
said.

This degree 
will top his study 
at Herron Art 
Institute, which he attended 
27 years ago and where he 
started his filmmaking. The 
46-year-old of Protestant, 
Catholic and Jewish back-
ground grew up in the Ben 
Davis area and went to high 
school in Mooresville. Five 
years ago, after time in New 
Mexico, Eaker returned to 
a home off Stop 18 Road to 
help his ill father, Alfred 
Eaker, a member of St. 
Barnabas Church, and his 
mother, Joyce. His father 
was a cowboy at heart, and 
so Eaker grew up watching 
Westerns.

His company, Eaker 
Productions, is seeking $15 
million for what he calls his 
film manifest, a movie called 
“Brother Cobweb,” a docu-

mentary about the ministry of 
a Franciscan monk who was 
a pedophile. The completed 
script has taken 15 years, 
said Eaker, who hopes to 
start shooting in July.

During one recent April 
weekend, he and friends from 
Herron did a documentary in 
Cincinnati about an autistic 
self-taught Native American 
artist named Raymond Thun-

der-Sky, who 
did more than 
2,000 sketches 
of construction 
sites, with which 
he was obsessed. 
He died in 1999 
of cancer and 
was known to all 
the construction 
workers in Cin-
cinnati as the guy 
who wore a hard 
hat and clown 
suit around con-
struction areas, 
said Eaker, add-
ing that Thunder-

Sky “was a beautiful spirit.”
Eaker has done a film 

about one of his fellow stu-
dents at Herron and has acted 
in some films and on public 
access television. “A lot of 
people make films strictly as 
entertainment. I approach it 
as art. I’m very experimental 
with my filmmaking.”

His movie “W,” about 
George W. Bush, was 
released just before Oliver 
Stone opened his “W,” too 
late for Eaker to change the 
name. Eaker showed “W” at 
the New York Independent 
Film Festival, where it was 
chosen as best experimental 
film, he said. “It was a sur-
real film. In this ‘W,’Bush 
was a kind of crazy clown 
from outer space.” It has 

been released on video.” 
Eaker has a Southside 

facility where he shoots films, 
often using green back-
ground, against which scenes 
can be imposed later. He has 
critiqued film for some 10 
years, writing for “Raging 
Bull Movie Reviews,” which 
appears online, and “366 
Weird Movies,” which is both 
print and online and has gone 
into distribution, an avenue 
that Eaker may explore. 

The filmmaking is a family 
affair. His nephew, 25-year-
old J. Ross Eaker of Moores-
ville, handles the technical 
details. “I am the concept end; 
he is the technological end 
and he’s brilliant.”  

Eaker’s daughter, Lauren 
Doty, 21, lives with him and 
is not involved in filming, but 
her husband is taking classes 
that might involve him.

From Herron to the pres-
ent, Eaker said his art is 
“rough,” using lots of paint 
to create depth.  

While painting and film-
ing, he spent several years 
making and selling jewelry 
but underwent three liquida-

tions. After the last, and his 
divorce, he decided to study 
theology.

As might be expected, 
he watches a lot of films. 
“I have not watched televi-
sion for almost 25 years,” he 
said. “Right now, theology is 
informing the art.” 

Although hopeful, Eaker 
said Indiana is 48th among 
the 50 states in support of 
the arts. “There’s no support 
here. I’m not real crazy about 
the Indiana film scene.”

He eschews Hollywood-
like films, but “Brother 
Cobweb” will have a touch 
of it. “This is my most nar-
rative film. It has characters 
you get involved in; it has a 
beginning, a middle and end. 
It is a little surreal, but it also 
has a very powerful state-
ment. It ends optimistically. 
My nephew and I have a kind 
of unspoken agreement that 
everything we do has to have 
a statement, a meaning to it.

“I am a devout Catholic. I 
have a faith,” he said. “And 
despite all the crap that 
comes at you, you’ve got to 
hold onto that.” 
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This is Alfred Eaker as he appeared as a character in a short film.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF 
ALFRED EAKER

Artist Alfred Eaker 
calls this painting “Our 
Lady of the Rosary.”

Organizers of the second annual 
Millard Fuller Legacy Build, which will 
construct 10 houses and restore 20 oth-
ers in the Fountain Square area this year, 
has issued a call for volunteer workers 
and their tools. 

The build kicked off 
Monday at 1116 S. St. Paul 
St., and volunteer carpen-
ters, painters and general 
laborers are needed from 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. through Fri-
day. Those lacking construc-
tion skills can lend a hand 
with planting flowers or 
basic cleanup. 

“Everyone can play a 
role in this project. This 
is a great way to serve the 
needs of others,” says Jeff 
Cardwell, City-County 
Councilor and Fuller Center for Housing 
International board member. “Indianap-
olis’ participation represents an awaken-
ing for churches throughout our commu-
nity to host an international mission 

here at home. We will be at the epicenter 
of what is truly a global initiative.

“The Legacy Build is transforming 
a neighborhood, and it promises to lay 
the foundation for real change – change 
that all of us will be proud of,” empha-

sized Cardwell. “No longer 
will this area be ridden with 
crime, but rather filled with 
the presence of neighbors 
helping each other rebuild a 
part of our community.”

The home, one of 100 
being built around the world 
as part of the initiative, will 
be dedicated at 3 p.m. Friday. 
Among those expected are 
Mayor Greg Ballard, honor-
ary co-chair Jim Morris, 
center Chairman LeRoy 
Troyer, center President 

David Snell, Grace Assembly of God 
Senior Pastor Wayne Murray and 
community agencies. All agree that the 
initiative is a wonderful program, as it 
benefits so many deserving people. 

 Linda Fuller, who founded Habitat 
for Humanity and the center along with 
husband Millard Fuller, said the built 
will swing into full gear the second 
week of September when Southeast 
Neighborhood Development erects 10 
homes and refurbishes 16. The event’s 
apex is preceded by the Sept. 4 Miracle 
Mile Parade, whose theme – “Celebrat-
ing Miracles” – will honor Fuller, who 
died Feb. 3, 2009, and was known for 
helping 200,000 families achieve the joy 
of home ownership.

SEND, a nonprofit corporation cre-
ated by neighbors to revitalize the area, 
has invested more than $35 million 
in the vicinity since 1991. President 
Mark Stewart said SEND has received 
about $4.5 million through the city’s 
Neighborhood Stabilization Program, 
a portion of which will be used on this 
project.    

Persons interested in volunteering or 
donating to the cause should call Chuck 
Vogt at 493-8914, Cardwell at 413-1331 
or go to FullerCenterofIndy.org.

Historic housing build under way

Expected to win, GOP’s slated candidates do
By Al Stilley
Southsider Voice correspondent

Southside Republican 
voters in last week’s GOP 
primary promoted the 
party’s desired candidates to 
the Nov. 2 general election.

David Taylor, incumbent 
Perry Township constable, 
received 62.7 percent of 
the vote against Kevin 
Bandy and the late Roy A. 
Houchins, who received 
12 percent. Taylor meets 
Democrat Michael Duni-
gan in the fall and ran on 
a platform to clean up the 
constable’s office in the 
aftermath of a federal inves-
tigation that led to charges 

against Houchins and 
Deputy Constable Michael 
Sherfick, who was recently 
sentenced to 14 months in 
prison for conspiracy to 
commit bribery.

Jerry Young, incumbent 
Franklin Township con-
stable, took 49.6 percent of 
the vote against Phil Suiters 
and Robert Abbott.

Cindy Kirchhofer, Perry 
Advisory Board member, 
tallied 52.6 percent of the 
vote against Timothy J. 
McCoy and Michael A. 
Batz in District 89. She 
opposes incumbent John F. 
Barnes in the fall.

Dennis Fishburn, the 
slated GOP candidate for 

Marion County sheriff, beat 
Bart McAtee and faces 
Democrat winner John Lay-
ton, who handily defeated 
Mark Brown, in the general 
election.

Political analyst Larry 
Borst, former Statehouse 
senator, said that most 
county and township GOP 
races went as expected. He 
predicted that congressional 
campaigns in the fall will 
be based on negativity and 
that incumbent Rep. Dan 
Burton, if elected, would be 
in his final term. 

Burton failed to carry the 
GOP in Marion and Johnson 
counties but still got the 
nod across the 5th District 

with only 30 percent of the 
vote. He was third in Marion 
County, behind John Mc-
Goff and Luke Messer, in 
the seventh race. 

 “The big party race in 
the county (Marion) was 
the sheriff; the party had it 
together,” Borst said. “But 
what will happen in the fall 
(congressional elections) 
could be completely differ-
ent. The Democrats could 
win in general, but if this 
Obama thing goes on, the 
Republicans could begin to 
look better.”

The GOP’s crowded 4th 
District elected Secretary 
of State Todd Rokita to 
succeed Rep. Steve Buyer. 

Rokita came from a field of 
11 candidates and snared 42 
percent of the vote. Green-
wood Mayor Charles E. 
Henderson was the No. 2 
vote-getter to Rokita among 
Johnson County voters but 
was sixth overall.

Former U.S. Sen. Dan 
Coats won the Republican 
nominee to run for senator. 
He hopes to replace two-
termer Evan Bayh. 

“The anti-Obama vote 
will bring people out just like 
two years ago when Obama 
was elected because George 
Bush was very unpopular 
with some of his programs,” 

By Al Stilley
Southsider Voice correspondent

Practice for this year’s 
Indy 500, which is Sunday, 
May 30, opens Saturday 
at the Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway. 

Gates open at 9 a.m. 
with veteran drivers on the 
2.5-mile oval from noon to 
2 p.m. followed by rookie 
orientation practice until 
6 p.m. Practice continues 
through Friday, May 21, 
with Pole Day Saturday, 
May 22, and Bump Day 
Sunday, May 23.

Southside teams feature 
Sarah Fisher Racing 
with driver-owner Sarah 
Fisher and teammate Jay 
Howard, plus team co-
owner Dennis Reinbold, 
a Greenwood auto dealer, 
who is fielding four cars. 
Fisher’s team includes 
co-owner John O’Gara 
of Beech Grove and her 
husband-crew chief Andy 
O’Gara.

Indianapolis 
500 

practice 
opens 

Saturday

Cruising in a
’51 Buick Special 
Deluxe two-door 

sedan


