
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wanda Smith:  Greetings from your team leader. Here’s a photo 

taken in Peru in July 2015 as a new homeowner wife and I worked 

together to mix mortar for brick laying.   

 

I grew up on a large farm in northern Indiana.  I loved farm life and 

have always lived in the country since – largely due to my love of 

horses.  I graduated in a class of eight from my high school and 

attended a church college in Indiana where I earned a degree in 

Physical Education/Health/Biology.  For the following five years I 

taught primarily Physical Education and Health at several small 

central Indiana schools.  I have since earned Master’s Degrees in: 

Physical Education, then Counseling and finally Vocational 

Education.  I love to learn and my mother teased me that I’m a slow 

learner, which must be why I keep going to school.   

 

My professional career has been quite varied.  After teaching Physical Education for five years, I stayed home 

for 15 years to raise our two girls.  During that time I became a professional horse trainer (here at home) and 

drove a special education school bus.  Then I worked three years as an adult and juvenile probation officer with 

the local court system.  That was followed by serving as the At Risk/Crisis Counselor for the Community 

Schools of Frankfort for 3 years. For the next 14 years I worked as Guidance Counselor and 

Academic/Vocational Director of all 16 high school programs which send students from Frankfort High School 

out into the community (to develop job skills) for part of each school day.  I am very excited to now continue 

my efforts in the field of education by completing maternity leaves for high school teachers and counselors at 

schools within driving distance.  This gives me the flexibility to lead international volunteer teams throughout 

the year. In 1990 I helped start Habitat for Humanity in our county and was on the board of directors for 15 

years serving as chairman of the Family Selection Committee and as Recording Secretary.  I also chaired a Blitz 

Build where volunteers built an entire house in just five days and moved the new Habitat Partner family in. 

 

My husband and I have been married for over 53 years.  

We have two daughters and three grandchildren.  My 

hobbies/passions are:  horses (that’s me last winter with 

granddaughter, Kiran), giving obedience training to shelter 

dogs, reading, bicycle riding for fitness, most outdoor 

sports including white water rafting.  I also love cooking, 

entertaining friends and travel.  I have been leading house 

building teams since 1994 and have led teams throughout 

North, South, and Central America, Mexico, Russia, 

Tajikistan, Eastern Europe, Great Britain, Ireland, Sri 

Lanka, Madagascar, Macedonia, Central Asia, Middle 

East, Southeast Asia, Haiti and many African countries.  

This will be my 55th international short term house building mission trip as a leader.  This will be my second 

trip to Peru. 

 

 About the Trip Leader About the Trip 

Team leader name:  Wanda Smith Location:  La Florida, Peru 

Currently lives in:  Frankfort, IN Dates:  May 28-June 8, 2016 

Occupation:  Retired School Counselor Cost:  $1,200 

Best phone:  765-242-1186 Expected group size:  12-15 

Best email:  habitatqueen@hotmail.com Trip Number:  50051 



I truly look forward to making this journey with you.  I believe that the best teams are those who are fed by the 

servant’s heart which team members display as we work side by side with the host country families to build 

simple, decent houses.  I’m humbled to be chosen as your leader and in every way I am dedicated to making 

this one of the most memorable experiences of your life. 

 


