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I’m a retired mathematics teacher living in rural Minnesota.  I’ve participated in six home building 
mission trips and led another seven, but have not been to Ghana, or even Africa, so am very 
excited about this trip.  In addition to the satisfaction of helping folks obtain affordable housing, 
and getting a glimpse of local culture, I love meeting team members with like-minded values. 
What I have enjoyed most on each of my previous trips has been working with the prospective 
homeowner, watching their pride and joy as their new home takes shape. 

 
Lonely Planet calls Ghana West Africa’s golden child 
and one of Africa’s great success stories.   It was the 
first sub-Saharan country in colonial Africa to gain its 
independence (1957).  Its official language is English, 
though other languages are spoken there.  Christianity 
is the dominant religion.  While its unemployment rate 
at 11% is lower than in many African countries, an 
estimated 40% of its population lives in poverty with a 
housing deficit in excess of 1 million. 
The Accra climate is said to border on semi-arid, with 
the rainy season running from April to July.  The 
average high temperature in January is 88 degrees, 
and it is one of the least humid months. 
  
The Fuller Center is currently helping to launch a new community in the Agomeda area on the 
outskirts of Accra, with the first seven houses already under way.  The houses are comprised of 
a porch, living room, two bedrooms, kitchen, toilet and bath. Team members will assist 
construction technicians and will be accompanied by an interpreter the entire trip. 

 
Accommodations 
Volunteers will be housed at a local hotel. 
 

Itinerary 
Twelve day itinerary (including travel days) 
Saturday, January 14:  Travel to Accra, Ghana 
Sunday, January 15: Official start of Fuller Center Global Builders trip.  Arrive in Ghana.  Meet 
the team 
Monday-Friday, Jan. 16-20: Build, with the possibility of taking Wed off for cultural activity 
Saturday, Jan 21: Leave for Cape Coast and visit the Castle (see below) 

 About the Trip Leader About the Trip 

Team leader name:  Jolene Hartwick Location:  Ghana 

Currently lives in: Minnesota Dates:  January 15-25, 2017 

Occupation:  Retired Mathematics Teacher Cost:  $1,840 

Best phone:  Email first Expected group size:  10-12 

Best email: jolenehartwick@gmail.com Trip Number:  35010 



Sunday, Jan 22: Visit more of Cape Coast, go to a market and head back to where we are 
building (it is roughly a 3 hour drive) 
Monday, Jan 23: Build 
Tuesday, Jan 24: Build 
Wednesday, Jan 25: Depart for home or continue independent travel 

 
Cape Coast Castle is one of about forty “slave castles” or commercial forts built in 

Ghana by European traders.  They were eventually used to hold slaves before they were 
loaded onto ships.  It is a UNESCO site. 

 
Cost:  $1840 plus airfare and $60 Visa 

This trip is slightly longer and slightly less expensive than comparable building mission trips to 
Africa.  Airfare from the US midwest is currently about $1000. 

 
Contact:  For more information--JoleneHartwick@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 


