
LANETT — An aunt
and a niece are having a
Thanksgiving season they
will always remember.

Demetrice Ross, the
aunt, and Crystal Huguley,
the niece, are new Chatta-
hoochee Fuller Center Pro-
ject (CFCP) homeowners.
They are now next-door
neighbors on North Eighth
Avenue, a short distance
up the street from Central
Elementary School.

When this latest CFCP
home construction project
began several weeks ago

the goal was to have two
new families inside the
home in time for Thanks-
giving dinner. The project
was wrapped up right on
schedule. In Wednesday’s
ceremony, each family
received a new Bible
signed by the many people
who took part in the work
project and the keys to
their new home.

Ross is known by many
people in the local area for
her working at Roger’s
Restaurant in West Point.
She has five children,
Quintavious Ridgeway, 17;
Martavious Ridgeway, 15;
Keyenna Ross, 15; Michael

Ross, 10, and Shabrittany
Ross, five. Huguley works
at InterCall and is a full-
time nursing student. She
has two small children, a
son, Quantez, and a daugh-
ter, Kelsi.

In speaking at the dedi-
cation, CFCP President
Bill Scott thanked major
sponsors CharterBank,
ITC Holding Company, the
Greater Valley Group and
J. Smith Lanier & Compa-
ny. “Without them, none of
this would be possible,” he
said.

He also thanked Cecil
Ramsey Home Improve-
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Win For Life
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Florida Fantasy 5
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Inside TodayLottery

West Point Lake
Today.........................631.67
Yesterday ..................632.01
Full Pool ....................635.00
Generation...............5-11 a.m.
(Generation schedule may change without notice)

Water Temp ....................64°

“For as the earth
bringeth forth her bud,
and as the garden
causeth the things that
are sown in it to spring
forth; so the Lord GOD
will cause righteousness
and praise to spring forth
before all the nations.”
Isaiah 61:11
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A LUCKY TURKEY — Trice Sanders, 5, pets turkey Elvis at Chambley's Bait & Tackle
at 3750 20th Ave. in Valley. Elvis is the pet of Frank and Paula Jones, standing in back,
who bought him at a flea market last November. Paula Jones said she didn't want Elvis,
now 19 months old, to end up as someone's Thanksgiving dinner, so he lives with her
and Frank at their Fairfax home. The pair took Elvis to several different places this holi-
day season to show him off, including a Boy Scouts meeting Tuesday in West Point.
(Photo by Matthew Strother)

WEST POINT – For
2008, the Valleywide
Christmas Parade will
move to “main street.”

This year’s Dec. 11
parade begins at 6 p.m.
EST at the intersection of
West 10th Street and
Third Avenue (the corner
where the old West Point
Foundry building is locat-
ed) and continues straight
through historic downtown
West Point.

As Third Avenue goes
south, it also becomes U.S.
Highway 29. After moving
through West Point, the
parade will continue south
on Highway 29 through

Lanett and on to Valley. It
ends at Wal-Mart Super
Center for disbandment in
the retailer’s parking lot.

“Both our West Point
Promotions Committee
and Christmas Parade
Committee are very excit-
ed about this great change
in the 2008 parade route,”
said Parade Committee
Chair Phyllis Bishop,

“We are always striving
to make the parade bigger
and more enjoyable for all,
and taking it right down
West Point’s main street is
a wonderful step,” Bishop
added. “For those coming
to see the parade, it’s a
great opportunity to come
a little earlier to explore

new downtown shops
while waiting on the
parade to begin. When the
parade starts, you’ll
already be in place to
watch as it comes right
down Third Avenue.

“Like the ‘good old days,’
you can sit or stand along
our downtown West Point
sidewalks or wait to see it
further south in Lanett or
Valley. Any place you see it
along the route, it will be a
great parade,” she
promised.

Parade entry forms can
be picked up at the Greater
Valley Area Chamber of
Commerce office in Lanett.
Entry fee is $35 (Chamber
•See PARADE, page 3

Georgia’s jobless rate
climbed to seven percent
in October, moving up a
full six-tenths of one per-
cent over the August rate
of 6.4 percent.

That percentage trans-
lates into an additional
27,845 Georgians who
were out of work from the
previous month.

Locally, one Georgia
county is running a high-
er unemployment rate

than the state, while
another is bettering the
state mark.

Troup County’s Octo-
ber jobless rate was 8.9
percent in October, com-
pared to 8.5 percent in
September and 5.7 per-
cent a year ago. Troup had
October employment of
30,877 and the jobless
total stood at 2,749.
LaGrange’s unemploy-
ment rate was 9.0 per-
cent.

Harris County’s jobless

rate stood at 5.3 percent
in October, a slight
improvement over
September’s 5.5-percent
rate. A year ago, Harris
had a jobless rate of 4.1
percent.

Employment in Harris
stood at 15,830 in Octo-
ber, while those unem-
ployed totaled 833.

In the Columbus
metropolitan area, the
jobless rate averaged 7.4
percent, compared with
6.8 percent in September.

READY FOR THANKSGIVING — Jonathan Schell of Lanett loads frozen turkeys into a
freezer at the Lanett Kroger on South Gilmer Avenue. Residents from Alabama and
Georgia flooded local grocery stores Wednesday, looking for last minute deals and pick-
ing up last minute ingredients for their Thanksgiving meals today. (Photo by Trey Wood)

Valleywide Christmas Parade
back on traditional Third Ave.
Special to Times-News

By THE TIMES-NEWS

Unemployment rate increases
in Troup but drops in Harris

TWO NEW HOMES DEDICATED — A dedication ceremony took place on North Eighth
Avenue in Lanett Wednesday afternoon to mark the completion of two new Chattahoochee
Fuller Center Project (CFCP) homes.When construction began several weeks ago, the goal
was to have the two families in the homes to enjoy a Thanksgiving dinner. The new home-
owners are related. Demetrice Ross, who will be living in one of them, is the aunt of Crys-
tal Huguley, who lives in the house next door. Ross, who works at Roger’s Restaurant in
West Point, has five children who will be living with her. An InterCall empoyee and a full-time
nursing student, Huguley has two children. (Photo by Wayne Clark)

Thanksgiving blessing
comes to CFCP families

GAINESVILLE, Ga.
(AP) — Georgia's maver-
ick Democrat Zell Miller
threw his support behind
Sen. Saxby Chambliss
saying he "could well be
the last man standing
between a far, far left lib-
eral agenda sailing
through the Senate."

A former Georgia sena-
tor and governor, Miller
remains a Democrat but

has lined up behind
prominent Georgia
Republicans in recent
years. Chambliss is locked
in a Dec. 2 U.S. Senate
runoff with Democrat Jim
Martin. The race could
help decide whether
Democrats win enough
seats to block Republican
filibusters.

Martin on Wednesday
picked up a law enforce-
ment endorsement and
scolded Chambliss for

attacking his crime
record. He noted that his
daughter, Becky, was
briefly kidnapped when
she eightt years old and
that he has fought to keep
children safe ever since.

"For Saxby Chambliss
to accuse me of being
weak on crime is not only
wrong, but is offensive to
both me and my family,"
Martin said at a news con-
ference outside an Atlanta
police station.

By WAYNE CLARK
Times-News News Editor

Zell Miller backs Chambliss,
police group supports Martin
The Associated Press

•See CFCP, page 7


